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Song of Thanksgiving 


By Ida A. Guirey 


ITH His arm the Lord upholdeth, 
Every moment, lest we fall; 
And His ear is ever open 
To His children when they call. 


By His own right hand He leadeth, 
Going through the wilderness; 

And with heavenly manna feedeth 
In the midst of barrenness. 


Springs He maketh in dry places, 
Thirsty ones to satisfy, 

And we drink of living water 
From an infinite supply. 


He protects and He delivers 
When our enemies pursue; 
When we come to the deep waters 
On dry ground He takes us through. 


This God is our God forever, 
And with grateful hearts we raise 
This our song of glad thanksgiving 
For the love that crowns our days. 


w 


Knowing Our Own Hearts 


Follies and failures may sometimes 
be permitted by God to reveal to us 
the emptiness of our own hearts. It is 
quite possible for a believer to begin 
to think that he is building up a sort 
of stock of good character, and that his 
victories are due to his own cleverness, 
ingenuity, self-control, and personal holi- 
ness. It appears that God, therefore, 
allows us occasionally to stumble, when- 
ever we begin to depend on our own 





strength instead of His. It has been said 
that there are five kinds of pride: pride 
of race, place, face, lace (clothes), and 
grace. The last kind is the worst, and 
God cannot tolerate it in one of His chil- 
dren. It was written concerning Heze- 
kiah, “Howbeit in the business of the 
ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, 
who sent unto him to enquire of the 
wonder that was done in the land, God 
left him, to try him, that he might know 
all that was in his heart” (2 Chron. 32: 
31). The pronoun “he” in the last clause 
refers to Hezekiah, for God already knew 
what was in his heart, and it wa 
sary that the king should see it in all 
its blackness This interpretation is 
borne out by the Companion Bible, 
where capital letters are used for pro- 
nouns for Deity, and this pronoun is not 
capitalized: by Jamieson, Fausset & 
Brown, who say, “Hezekiah’s cffense was 
not so much in the display of his military 
stores and treasures, as in not giving to 
God the glory both of the miracles and 


S neces- 


of his recovery, and thus leading those 

heathen ambassadors to know him”; and 

by Matthew Henry’s comment: “God, 
< 


by the power of His almighty grace 
could have prevented the sin; but he 
permitted it for wise and holy ends, that, 


by this trial and his weakness in it, he 
might know, that is, it mfght be known, 


(an usual Hebraism,.) what was in his 
heart; that he was not so perfect in grace 
as he thought he but had his follies 
and infirmities as men. God left 
him to himself to be proud of his wealth, 


was, 
ther 


to keep him from being proud of his 
holiness. It is good for us to know our- 
selves, and our own weakness and sin- 
fulness, that we may not be conceited, 
or self-confident, but may always think 
meanly of ourselves, and live in a de- 
pendence upon divine grace.” So if we 
make mistakes, which humble us before 


into sins, which make us 
we ought not to be 
revelation of the 


nory or judgment, 


men; or fail 
thoroughly ashamed; 
discouraged by the new 
weakness of our me! 
and the dark recesses of our own hearts. 
We should, rather, learn over again the 
dual lesson “that in me (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing,” and that 
victory comes only “through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom, 7:18, 25). 


b 4 


The River of Life at Keswick 


“So Great Salvation—The History and Message of the Keswick Con- 
vention.” By Steven Barabas, B.A., Th.D., assistant professor of The- 
ology, Wheaton College. (Marshall, Morgan & Scott, London, E, C. 4, 17 


net; after March, 1953, 


<< HERE is a river, the streams 
whereof shall make glad the city 
of God” (Psa. 46:4). Its source 


was in the heart of God. Men first be- 
gan to glimpse it with the promise of 
the Redeemer in Genesis, and it gath- 
ered momentum as the promise of re- 
demption unfolded, until it was released 
in all its crystal fullness at the Cross 
and Pentecost. From the same source 
flow “rivers of living water” for all who 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Jesus Christ; who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works” (Titus 2:13b, 14). 




















from Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 


N. J., $2.50.) 
believe on Christ. For more than three 
quarters of a century these rivers of 
living water have flowed with great 
fullness and freedom at the Keswick 
Convention in the beautiful lake district 
in the north of England. One channel 
through which its rich blessings will be 
passed on to believers everywhere— 
many of whom will never be able to 
attend the Convention—is Dr. Barabas’s 
refreshing book 

It is rather remarkable that an Ameri- 
can should have written a comprehensive 
story of a British convention. Dr. W 
Graham Scroggie calls it “an excellent 
piece of work.” Mr. Fred Mitchell, 
chairman of the Keswick Convention 
Council, has written the Foreword, and 
he calls it “a book which is faithful and 
well annotated with 
of his information; it is saturated 


accurate; it is 
sources 
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with an appreciative spirit, for he him- 
self has been so much helped by Kes- 
wick. . . . Its reading has quickened 
my own personal desires to be more 
holy, and I am persuaded that a like 
result will appear in many readers.” 
The Rev. E. L. Langston, another of 
Keswick’s leaders for twenty-five or 
thirty years, commends the bock heartily. 

The book is very well arranged. Dr. 
Barabas follows the plan of the Con- 
vention teaching during the week, for 
there is only one Keswick Convention, 
and not a series as there is at many 
conference centers in this country. There 
is “a certain sequence, a different sub- 
ject being dealt with each day: on Mon- 
day, sin: on Tuesday, God’s provision 
for sin; on Wednesday, consecration; on 
Thursday, the Spirit-filled life: and on 
Friday, Christian service’; and the five 
chapters in Part II deal with these 
topics. The first two chapters in Part I 
tell “The History of Keswick” and dis- 
cuss “The Method of Keswick.” Inter- 
esting, brief biographical sketches of the 
early leaders are given in Part III. There 
is a 13-page bibliography, containing a 
surprising number of titles of books on 
the Christian life; and a 3-page “Index 
of Names,” both of which add to the 
value of the book as a reference work. 

Dr. Barabas’s style is logical and clear, 
scholarly yet warm-hearted, absorbing, 
and satisfying. 

One may sit down to read this book 
merely as the history of a great Chris- 
tian movement, whose influence has been 
felt by believers throughout the world, 
but he will not go far without finding 
his own heart gripped by the message. 
He will be faced with the problem of 
sin and surrender in his own life, the 
need for getting right with God, and a 
longing for the fullness of the Spirit 
as it is expounded and exemplified in 
these pages. Dr. Barabas wisely at the 
outset quotes from the testimonies of 
early leaders. A “Union Meeting for the 
Promotion of Scriptural Holiness” was 
held at Oxford in 1874, where the chair- 
man and principal speaker was Robert 
Pearsall Smith, and where messages 
were given by Mrs. Pearsall Smith, Pas- 
tor Theodore Monod, Pastor Otto Stock- 
mayer, the Rev. Evan H. Hopkins and 
Filmer Sulivan of England, and Dr. Asa 
Mahan and Dr. W. E. Boardman from 
America. One of those present was the 
Rev. T. D. Harford-Battersby, Vicar of 
St. John’s, Keswick, who was to become 
one of the founders of the Keswick Con- 
vention. “I got a revelation of Christ 
to my soul,” he said, “so extraordinary, 
glorious, and precious, that from that 
day it illuminated my life. I found He 
was all I wanted; I shall never forget it; 
the day and hour are present with me. 
How it humbled me, and yet what peace 
it brought.” The invitation to that meet- 
ing opened with this statement: “In 
every part of Christendom the God of 
all grace has given to many of His chil- 
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dren a feeling of deep dissatisfaction 
with their present spiritual state, and a 
strong conviction that the truths they 
believe might and should exercise a 
power over their hearts and lives, alto- 
gether beyond anything they have as 
yet experienced. They have been 
brought to see that personal holiness is 
God’s purpose for them as well as His 
command, . . . They see with deep dis- 
tress the grievous gap there is between 
what they know of Scriptural truth, and 
how they live. This is not a reaching 
out toward new forms of doctrine or of 
ecclesiastical system, but the felt need 
of more vitality in what has been already 
accepted.” (Are there not now many be- 
lievers, in these distressing days sev- 
enty-eight years later, who feel the same 
“deep dissatisfaction” and the same “need 
of more vitality”?) 

“Emotionalism has no place in the 
meetings,” writes Dr. Barabas, “but on 
occasions the Holy Spirit comes down 
in such power that the effect is over- 
whelming.” He then relates, in the 
words of Dr. A. T. Pierson, the following 
incident which took place during the 
1905 Convention: 

“While Rev. E. W. Moore was giving 
an address on 1 Cor. 3:2-15, on ‘The Or- 
deal of Fire,’ I, who was to follow him, 
felt God’s refining fire going through 
me, revealing the wood, hay, and stubble 
of work and motive. So humbling and 
overwhelming was this conviction, that 
when called upon to lead in prayer and 
address the meeting, it was quite invol- 
untary first of all to make a confession 
and ask others, who likewise had felt 
conscious of God’s direct dealing, to 
stand before God as thcse who then 
and there besought Him to refine us 
now. In response to that invitation 
practically the whole tent-full of people 
rose as one man, and, while prayer was 
being offered, many joined in an audi- 
ble ‘Amen.’ Not one word of my pro- 
posed address was ever delivered, nor 
was the subject even indicated.’ There 
was no need of leadership. Another and 
greater One was in control, invisibly 
present and presiding. 

“The prayer was scarcely concluded, 
when a spirit of penitent confession 
broke out in every quarter, and I stood 
there on my feet for about two hcurs 
and a half, witnessing the Holy Spirit’s 
wondrous working.” 

“The teaching given at the convention 
has a beginning, middle, and culmina- 
tion, and follows a definite, progressive 
order,” writes Dr. Barabas. “The teach- 
ing moves on, step by step, with definite 
results aimed at. It leads first to a nega- 
tive step, the renunciation of all known 
sin, and then to a positive step, surren- 
der to Christ for the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit.” The leaders do not teach “sin- 
less perfection,” but hold out to God’s 
children the Scriptural truth that while 
we never reach the place where it is 
impossible to sin, yet God always makes 
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such provision that it is possible not to 
sin. On the five subjects treated in Part 
II, one will find a liberal use of quota- 
tions from the Convention leaders, in- 
terspersed with the author’s thoughtful 
comments, and frequent Bible references 
to support the teaching. There is scarcely 
a page that does not have something that 
will touch the believer’s heart and that 
he will want to remember. There are 
many telling illustrations that illumi- 
nate the truth. 

The discussion of “The Spirit-Filled 
Life” is particularly helpful. It outlines 
the steps to be taken to obtain the bless- 
ing as they were given by such teachers 
as Evan Hopkins, Andrew Murray, 
Bishop Handley Moule, G. Campbell 
Morgan, W. H. Aldis, and Dr. Stuart 
Holden. 

There is no taint of fanaticism here, 
but a clear, sane, Scriptural presenta- 
tion of the riches of God's grace in Christ 
Jesus, which are available to every be- 
liever through the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. Here is an exceptionally fine 
summary of the teaching that has been 
consistently given since 1875, and which 
has reached across the sea to Canadian 
Keswick, the New England Keswick, and 
the Victorious Life Conferences at Kes- 
wick Grove, N, J. The message is one 
that is greatly needed by Christian peo- 
ple everywhere today, and one which, if 
it is widely and heartily received, will 
bring revival. May God mightily use 
this book to humble and revive His 
people. 

ve 


Notes on Open Letters 


Where To Get the Book 
“Why | Left Roman Catholicism” 


In this department in the issue of 
November 1, a letter from Mr. Daniel 
E. Hall was quoted, stating where 
readers might get the Spanish edition 
of Luis Padrosa’s book, “Why I Left 
Roman Catholicism.” Two friends of 
THE SUNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs have just sent 
the following information: 


In your “Notes on Open Letters” 
(Nov, 1) a reader inquires where to 
obtain the book, “Why I Left Roman 
Catholicism,” by Luis Padrosa. I have 
more information than what was given 
in the reply. 

An English translation is available 
from the Spanish Christian Mission, 
1331 Plainfield Avenue, N.E., Grand 
Rapids 5, Mich. In Canada their ad- 
dress is 3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronto 
5. Ontario. The price of the book is 
$1. It goes under a slightly different 
title, viz, “Why Did I Leave the 
Church of Rome?” 

May I call your attention to the fact 
that the book, “Why Did I Leave the 
Church of Rome?” by Luis Padrosa, 
is to be had in English, It can be ob- 
tained from the National Union of 
Protestants, Howard Buildings, 26 How- 
ard St.. Belfast, N. 1, Ireland; or from 
Protestant House, 55 Gloucester Rd., 
Kensington, London, S.W. 7, England. 




















to 

ear 
wh 
wa 


bef 
lon 
afte 
the 


low 
whi 
time 
sit 1 
sern 
of a 


The 


Al 
beg: 
yea! 
the 
was 
seve 

A 
had 
ing 
brot 
were 
alwa 
in tl 
God 
strar 
such 
perh 
year: 
earn 

Af 
there 
of tl 
thou 
but » 
500 ¢ 
reall: 
Wha’ 
prays 
throu 
Neve 
tensi' 

On 
wour 

















Lesson for December 7 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(3) 987 


How God Kept Me From Becoming a Priest 
By RAFAEL PAIRO 


The personal testimony of a Spanish Christian 





tination, but some time ago I cannot 

help thinking that God determined 
to save me from early childhood. My 
earliest recollections are from the time 
when I was about seven years old. I 
was then living separated from my 
mother (my father having died a little 
before) in a town not far from Barce- 
lona, where I used to go every Sunday 
afternoon to the Catholic church where 
there were classes for catechizing. After 
a while the priest, noticing my interest 
in them, said that he was going to make 
me an acclyte to say Mass. Soon he 
was giving me more detailed classes and 
teaching me to become a bell-ringer. 
This made me very happy and I looked 
forward eagerly to the day when I would 
help in saying Mass, but this was not 
to be. A few days before I was going 
to see my wish come true, my mother 
came and took me to live with her again, 
so that my wish was thwarted. 

Before long I was going to school in 
Barcelona, but I appeared a strange fel- 
low to my friends. The reason was that 
while they were playing after school 
time I used to go to some church and 
sit there. When home I liked to write 
sermons, although I was but ten years 
of age. 

The Bitterness of Leaving Home 

About three years after I left school I 
began to work in a bookshop, and two 
years later I became a clerk in one of 
the biggest of Barcelona’s bazaars. I 
was still working there at the age of 
seventeen when the civil war broke out. 

A year later I was drafted and then 
had to experience the bitterness of leav- 
ing home and mother (I have no 
brothers or sisters). My mother and I 
were always together. Previously I had 
always imagined that I sought God, but 
in these tragic moments I did not find 
God as I expected. It seemed very 
strange not to have His consolation in 
such trying moments. I thought that 
perhaps this was because in so many 
years I had forgotten to seek God more 
earnestly as I used to when quite small. 

After a few months in the rear guard 
there came an order to go to the battle 
of the Ebro, then in full swing. We 
thought we realized what this meant, 
but when, after the first day of battle, 
500 of us were reduced to about 150, we 
really did know what war was like. 
What an excellent school this was for 
prayer! [I was indeed in touch with God 


I DON’T know too much of predes- 


through prayer every waking moment. 
Never before did I pray with such in- 
tensity. 

One day during a bombing raid I was 
wounded by the bombs expleding in the 


This article was written in the 
form of a letter to Mr. Geoffrey 
Williams, librarian and organizing 
secretary of the Evangelical Library, 
78a Chiltern St., London, W. 1. Dr. 
Martyn Liloyd-Jones, formerly a 
physician and now the well-known 
pastor of Westminster Chapel, con- 
siders it worthy of wide publicity; 
and Mr. Williams has a letter from 
the writer’s pastor in which he states, 
“I believe that a genuine work has 
been done in Rafael Pairo’s heart.” 
It is good to read this up-to-date 
testimony by one Who was rescued 
from the errors of Romanism. 

The Evangelical Library has a vast 
stock of sound, Christian literature, 
and now some sixty branches in dif- 
ferent parts of the world. Dr. Mar- 
tyn Lloyd-Jones is its president. 








air. Miraculously I was not killed like 
those at my side, but I was so injured 
that I had to be evacuated, never more 
to return. The end of the war found 
me with my mother, one day after leav- 
ing the hospital. 

A few months later I was doing mili- 
tary service in Caceres. I went imme- 
diately to see the chaplain and explained 
to him my desire to become a priest. 
He seemed impressed, and by his influ- 
ence I was discharged from doing work 
so that I might have time to study. In 
a letter I told my mother all about it, 
and at last I felt sure that I was going to 


be a priest, but by an event which 
seems almost incredible this was not 
to be. 


I had to have an optical examination, 
so my name was withdrawn from all the 
lists of those who had to go to Seville 
in the next draft. This was the reason 
why I was so sure nothing could get 
me out of Caceres and my studies for 
the priesthood. 

Well, it so happened that those who 
made cut the lists included my name 
“by mistake.” So once again I had to 
leave with the draft and also leave the 
aspiration which seemed to be within 
my very grasp. I now began to wonder 
why every time I tried to do something 
for God, which I felt He would like, this 
very thing was denied me. 

fter my military service was over, 
and on returning home, I determined 
once again to become a priest. I went 
to the nearest church and asked to see 
the person respensible for the neces- 
sary steps I had decided to take, but he 
could not be found. The next day I went 
to the Barcelona Seminary and asked 
to see the prior. I explained to him my 





desire, and he said that in order to take 
me in it was necessary that I should 
have a better knowledge of Latin than 
I had and that I must study more and 
then come and see him again. 

Well, I think that by this time I had 
become tired of trying to get in, and I 
began to reflect that perhaps some sort 
of deity was protecting me from making 
a great blunder and that perhaps after 
all I had nothing to lose by remaining 
in the world; and I even began to wcn- 
der whether searching for God was all 
nonsense, 

Now I started in quite a different di- 
rection. I began to follow science, which 
I always liked: uniting science with my 
love for philosophy and abstract studies, 
I began to study psychoanalysis. Soon 
I was completely submerged by it. It 
became a wonder to me that I did not 


feel happy, but I imagined happiness 
would come later when I knew more 
about it and could cure myself of all 


my past errors, such as supposing there 
was a God. At last I thought I had found 
the truth. 

Things did not go just as I supposed 
I kept a record of all my dreams (I 
nearly went mad doing this), to be 
analyzed. I studied the complete works 
of Freud besides scores of different 
bocks on the subject. I subscribed to 
highly technical magazines from Amer- 
ica and talked and thought only in 
psychoanalytical terms, and my enthu- 
siasm nearly convinced my closest friend 
to do the same, who in turn was soon 
talking to his fellow workers in his fac- 
tory about the marvels of psychoanalyt- 
ical science. Before long he was giving 
me his dreams to analyze (and he 
dreamed every night), and even those 
of his friends. My family looked to me 
for theirs, too. I expect you can now 
realize the sort of rest and peace I was 
getting from the way of science, 

At the Place of Decision 


But worse was to come. While study- 
ing more and more about the causes of 


unhappiness I was not finding happi- 
ness myself. This puzzled me. Now I 
said I knew the real cause of my un- 
happiness—it is fear. I feared that if 


I ceased to look to God for guidance 
and consolation, if I voluntarily sepa- 
rated myself from Him, something ter- 
rible would surely happen to me; but 
then I would say to myself, Does not 
Dr. Freud say that God is only an idea 
or a father-complex? 

Now I came to a crucial point in my 
life. I realized that I had to make a 
decision once and forever for or against 
God. I felt much inclined to take sides 

(Continued on page 990) 
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Among the Many Books for Winter Reading 


Bible study and exposition, Sunday school ways of working, Christian biography and missionary 
adventure, devotional helps, and fiction 


IBLICAL Demonology. By Merrill 
i) F. Unger. (Van Kampen Press, 

Wheaton, IIl., $4.) The author ap- 
proaches his subject with zeal for the 
integrity of the Scriptures, and with 
scholarly reserve. Demonology has often 
been characterized by extremes of ra- 
tionalism or fanaticism. He examines 
unbiblical positions, placing them beside 
the Scriptural teaching, which is thus 
seen to claim our special attention be- 
cause of its sobriety and saneness. Pas- 
sages relative to the origin of demons, 
their activity, and destruction are ex- 
amined, and where differences of inter- 
pretation are possible, the varying views 
are tested by the Scripture. 

Particular subjects are adequately 
treated: demon possession, magic, divi- 
nation, necromancy. Objections from 
modern science are evaluated and re- 
futed. Closing chapters deal with mod- 
ern problems of heresy, politics, and 
eschatology as they are affected by de- 
monic action, 

The volume has been well thought out, 
clearly written, and forcefully presented, 
It covers the important subjects of de- 
monology from the standpoint of a be- 
liever in the Scriptures. The reader is 
thus provided with an excellent treat- 
ment of a subject little known and too 
little discussed. Valuable bibliography 
and indices show the breadth and depth 
of Dr. Unger’s study. 


Hearts Afire. By Vance Havner. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.) 
There is only one Vance Havner, and 
those who know him or have read his 
other books will welcome this latest 
collection of messages from his quaint, 
inimitable pen. He writes just as he 
speaks, with simplicity, courage, quiet 
humor, and a spiritual insight into the 
needs of the world, the church, and the 
individual. In one of the chapters en- 
titled “Catacombs and Colosseums” he 
reminds the reader that “it was not the 
howling mob in the colosseum that de- 
termined the course of history. Under- 
ground in the catacombs another force 
was working... . The Christians under- 
ground eventually upset the Caesars 
above ground.” But, he warns, “The 
church has moved from the catacombs 
to the colosseum,” thereby losing her 
power. Only a return to “the foolish- 
ness of preaching” will win men to 
Christ. 

The chapter called “Strange Gods” 
may very well cause us to search our 
own hearts to ascertain whether we are 
still harboring any “idols,” which should 
be put away. 

There is a timely reminder in another 


Unless otherwise stated, any of these 
books may be ordered through the 
Times Book Service, 18th and Arch 
Sts., Philadelphia 3. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 10 cents 
additional; and with each order of 
$3 or over, please include 20 cents 
additional for handling costs. 








message—“God’s Cure for Ignorance”— 
that “Christ is made unto us wisdom 
for He is the Truth and Wisdom of God.” 

A real blessing &esults from reading 
Mr. Havner’s brief meditation on “When 
It Doesn’t Make Sense.” There is so 
much that comes into our lives and the 
lives of fellow Christians, which is in- 
explicable, that it is comforting to be 
reminded that “if everything made sense 
to our understanding we would need no 
faith . . . God wants to bring us to a 
higher plane, where He Himself is our 
portion and reward, where we can sing, 

“Now Thee alone I seek; 
Give what is best.” 

The title of the book is taken from the 
first chapter, where the burning hearts 
of Jeremiah and of the Emmaus disciples 
are a sad contrast to the.cold hearts of 
many Christians today. “Has He taken 
over in your heart? Perhaps He resides 
there, but does He preside?” A careful 
reading of this little book will bring real 
heart searching, a thirst for a “closer 
walk with God,” and clearer under- 
standing of the subtitle, “Light on Suc- 
cessful Soul Winning.” 


The Country I Love Best. By Oswald 
J. Smith, Litt.D, (Marshall, Morgan & 
Scott, Ltd., London, E. C. 4. May be 
had in the U. S. A, from Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, IIl.; and in Canada from 
the Peoples Press, Toronto, $1.) Perhaps 
there is no more persistent soul winner 
on the American Continent than Oswald 
J. Smith, pastor of the Peoples Church, 
Toronto. Christians all over the world 
know of the great missionary program 
of that church. This volume shows from 
whence flows at least a part of that mis- 
sionary zeal. The first sermon is on 
Heaven. Dr. Smith tells us that he has 
visited forty-four countries. Then he 
proceeds to tell of that country where 
there are no heartaches, sickness, pain, 
death, or sin. This is followed by six 
messages telling how to get to Heaven. 
He shows first the lost condition of all 
men and the necessity of the new birth. 
There is a clear message on what it 
means to believe. The sermons are filled 
with Scripture and vivid illustrations. 
If you love souls, here is a book that will 
teach you how to win them. 


Principles of Personality Building for 
Christian Parents. By C. B. Eavey, Ph.D. 
(Zondervan Pub, House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $3.75.) Professor Eavey has 
welded together sober Christian truth 
and sound psychological principles in an 
endeavor to help parents develop in their 
children truly Godlike character, 

The plan of the book is to set forth 
in each chapter, and in language under- 
standable by the layman, basie Chris- 
tian laws of development. This section 
is followed by points for discussion— 
questions which grow out of the material 
covered in the chapter, and then by ex- 
tensive bibliographies from all shades of 
opinion. Thus parents will find many 
helpful hints from a recognized author- 
ity in the field of Christian psychology. 

Chapter headings include “Security,” 
“Independence,” “Authority,” “Fear,” 
“Anger,” “Love,” and “Inferiority.” 


Christ and the Inheritance of the 
Saints. By Thomas Guthrie, (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$2.50.) “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice.” are words that 
come to the believer’s lips as he reads 
this volume. Few of the messengers of 
the Lord have been able to expound the 
Gespel with eloquence equal to that of 
Dr. Thomas Guthrie, who labored for 
the Lord in Scotland a century ago. 
Before reading his sermons you might 
feel that the comments of his critics 
were too extravagant in their praise. If 
you feel that way, just read this volume 
and you will probably change your mind, 
Listen to Dr. Guthrie describe the suf- 
ferings of our Saviour at the hands of 
men, “Angels look on, fixed with as- 
tonishment; devils stand back, amazed 
to see themselves outdone; while all 
around His sacred person the brutal 
crowd swells and surges.” The sermons 
of this volume are based on the first 
chapter of Colossians.~ The marvels of 
God’s grace weigh more and more upon 
one as he turns these pages. Dr. Guthrie’s 
loyalty to the fundamentals of our faith 
is refreshing. He rings the changes 
on the deity of Christ, the record of His 
miracles, and His atoning sacrifice and 
resurrection. Hear him as he says, “I 
am persuaded that there would be many 
more saved, if fewer of us abused the 
doctrine of man’s depravity, and God’s 
free, sovereign grace.” The publisher 
is to be congratulated on bringing out 
this new edition of this remarkable 
volume of sermons, ™ 


Faith and Sanctification and The Provi- 
dence of God. By G. C. Berkouwer. (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $3 and $3.50 respectively.) With 
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Lesson for December 7 


these two volumes, the learned profes- 
sor in the Free University of Amsterdam 
inaugurates a series of monographs on 
theological topics which promises to be 
a boon to American orthodoxy. The 
volumes are soundly Scriptural, and ref- 
erences to the Bible abound in every 
chapter. In the tradition of Dutch Cal- 
vinism, the author expounds the Heidel- 
berg Catechism as the true interpreter 
of Scripture. But his work is not just 
a restating of old dogma—Berkouwer 
places his doctrine in the modern set- 
ting: Modernists, Barthians, and Roman- 
ists come in for discussion and refuta- 
tion. American readers will find many 
names new to them, names which are 
well known on the continent. Only a 
few Americans are quoted, 

One outstanding deficiency is found in 
each volume. There is no index, a lack 
surely to be remedied in succeeding pub- 
lications of this most welcome series, 


Spurgeon’s Sermons. Vol. I. (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich.., 
$2.95.) The incomparable Spurgeon ap- 
pears again in this a reprint of the 
earlier edition of his works. This is the 
first of twenty volumes of his sermons, 
which will be published, a volume a 
month, to complete a set to be known 
as a Spurgecn “Memorial Library.” The 
present volume contains eighteen ser- 
mons, each one of them a demonstration 
of Spurgeon’s masterly ability in the art 
of outlining, illustrating, interpreting, 
and applying Bible truths. His profi- 
ciency and power are manifest regard- 
less of the subject at hand. The reader 
of this bcok will thrill to the treatment 
of such great themes as, “Sovereignty 
and Salvation,” “The Bible,” “Christ 
Crucified.” “Heaven and Hell,” “Gospel 
Missions,” “Faith,” and the like. A brief 
biographical sketch is included in the 
opening pages. This, along with the 
sermons, which themselves include occa- 
sional personal references, reveals a man 
of firm conviction and fearless courage. 
It is good indeed that he “being dead 
yet speaketh.” 


The Two Babylons. By Alexander His- 
lop. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 10: 
$3.50.) The similarity of papal worship 
to ancient idolatrous systems, includine 
‘the oldest known forms of heathenism, 
is the subject of this treatise. The pres- 
ent volume represents the latest reprint 
edition of a work written a century ago 
It has long been recognized as an author- 
itative source of information on the 
background of the idol worship and 
peculiar doctrines of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Over 260 works have been 
quoted or referred to in this book, mak- 
ing it a thoroughly documented study. 
An analysis of such subjects as the wor- 
ship of Mother and Child, the worship 
of relics, the observance of Easter, the 
doctrines of baptismal regeneration and 
the sacrifice of the Mass, idol processions, 
the use of the rosary, lamps, candles, 
and the like, is convincingly presented. 
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Even the skeptical reader, who may not 
want to agree at every point with the 
author as to the continuity and relation- 
ship of certain practices in varicus parts 
of the world down through history and 
his conclusion that Roman Catholicism 
is the Babylon predicted in the Bock of 
Revelation, must see that just as truth 
is one, so also is error no matter where 


it is found. The discoveries of more 
recent archaeological research may raise 
a question or two about the exactness 


of the genealogies of gods and goddesses 
as arranged by Mr. Hislop, but they can- 


not alter the fact that Roman Catholi- 
cism is an iniquitous system which is 
one in spirit and practice with the 


earliest and commonest forms of Satani- 
cally-inspired, man-made religions, The 
vast amount of evidence produced in 
these pages to that end cannot be gain- 
said. It would be good indeed if every- 
one could be warned away from the 
papal system by being made acquainted 
with the contents of this classic history 
of idolatry. 


Our Public Schools—Christian or Sec- 
ular. By Renwick Harper Martin, D.D. 
(The National Reform Association, 209 
Ninth St., Pittsburgh 22; $2.) Since the 
foundations of our democracy are re- 
ligious, the Bible and “non-sectarian re- 
ligion” must be restored to the place of 
primary importance they once had in the 
public schools. Finding fault with pa- 
rochial schools and released-time pro- 
grams, the author wants the Bible taught, 
but without “sectarian emphasis.” When 
all such sectarianism is rejected, the 
general principles on which all Catho- 
lics, Jews, and Protestants agree can be 
safely taught—“that there is a God who 
made them and the world; that they as 
God’s moral creatures are under obliga- 
tion to be obedient to His moral laws 
and are held accountable by Him for 
obedience to them.” The volume con- 
cludes with an appeal to public senti- 
ment to oppose the trend to Bibleless 
education, as represented by the McCol- 
lum case, and urges support of agencies 
that are working toward putting re- 
ligion back into the schools. 

One can only say that the approach 
of the book is naive. When so many 
so-called Christians deny the Bible as 
God’s revelation and impugn its accu- 
racy, it is difficult to visualize the con- 
certed agreement what the Bible 
teaches. But more than that, a common 
denominator religion that makes much 
of Jesus Christ but denies His deity and 
substitutionary atonement is hardly one 
that will attract the truly Christian 
churches of cur day. The weakest part 
of this not-too-strong book cursory 
discussion of truly Christian schools that 
are on the just because the 
Bible makes that kind of educaticn nec- 


essary. 


as to 


is a 
increase 
Harper's Bible Dictionary. By Madeleine 


S. and J. Lane Miller. (Harper & Bros.., 
New York 16; $7.95; indexed, $8.95.) 
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Heralded as the first 
Bible dictionary in 


completely 
thirty 
volume is well printed and beautifully 


new 
years, the 
bound. It contains 424 halftone illus- 
trations, 107 line drawings, and 16 multi- 
colored maps. As to the articles, the 
authors claim “that no person, place, or 
topic of moderate or major significance 
is omitted, and that the adopted process 
of selection and compression was the 
most objective one open to us.” 

To all this, one qualifying thought 
must be added—the volume is Liberal in 
its theology and viewpoint. It teaches 
the documentary theory of the Penta- 
teuch, the multiple authorship of Isaiah, 
and the mythical character of almost 
every supernatural act recorded in the 
Bible. For example, of the Jonah his- 
tory it is said, “though the story is 
associated with a genuine historic per- 
sonality to give it prestige, the super- 
natural imaginative aspects of the tale 
have a didactic purpose rather than his- 
torical validity.” Three double-columned 
pages are devoted to “sources” of the 
Bible, yet no one of these sources has 
any more reality than in the imagination 
of the scholars suggesting them. In a 
book purporting to be a Bible dictionary, 
surely more objective data could be dis- 
cussed. 


In its doctrinal discussions, there is 
nothing Conservative about it. Expres- 
sions about the Atonement and Virgin 


Birth are vague and often meaningless. 
The volume may serve as a Sampling of 
contemporary Liberal thought, but for 
a sound Bible dictionary one will have 
to go back thirty years. 


Good Times for God’s People. By 
Marion Leach Jacobsen. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $3.95.) 
Convinced, from her wide experience as 
a pastor’s assistant in a flourishing sub- 
urban church, as a speaker at young 
people’s conferences, and a Bible school 
teacher that Christian young people need 
to be guided in what to do as well as 
told what they ought not to do, the 
author has compiled an encyclopedia of 
indoor and outdoor games, including 
ideas for programs, picnics, banquets, 
and parties. As the title suggests, there 
is a strong, clear, ’Christian emphasis 
throughout the book, and this is espe- 
cially evident in such chapters as “Spir- 
itual Foundations for Good Times,” 
“Christian Good Times at Home,” and 
“Sundays and Special Days at Home.” 
There are chapters on quiet games and 
active games, games and parties for spe- 
cial cecasions, as well as chapters on 
church suppers and banquets and or- 
ganized picnics and outings. But there 
is much more in this volume than merely 
a collection of games and stunts for all 
occasions. The sound, wholesome, Chris- 
tian counsel for young people regarding 
their recreations and many personal 
problems such as home relationships, 
popularity, and what to do if one is a wall- 

(Continued on page 1002) 








(6) 
How God Kept Me From 


Becoming a Priest 
(Continued from page 987) 
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with psychoanalysis and abandon for- 
ever all ideas about God and religion. 
After all, I thought, we are living in an 
age when every day brings some new 
marvel in the scientific field. Only a 
few days before, I had read in a news- 
paper this promising headline, “Science 
Aims at Building Blocks of Life.” writ- 
ten by a well-known biologist. But sci- 
ence had not made me happy, and I 
wanted desperately to be happy and to 
find peace. I wanted it more than any- 
thing else in the world. 

One thing was certain, I had tried 
many times to please God by becoming 
a priest and He would not have it. It 
was no use trying that again. Then one 
day, when questioning what course to 
take, I saw an announcement in the 
Times (London). It was of the Evangel- 
ical Library, and it offered evangelical 
books to all who wished to read them 
in any country. Of course I had a book- 
case full of religious bocks, mostly writ- 
ten by Jesuits. I liked the Jesuits more 
than any other religious body because 
they were much more clever. In fact, 
I had wanted to be a Jesuit priest my- 
self. 

Then the thought came to me, Why 
not send for some bocks from the Evan- 
gelical Library? I felt sure that I would 
enjoy evangelical books, and decided to 
ask for them, 

Thus I wrote, with the result known to 
you. You sent me to the local branch 
in Barcelona, and through that I got the 
address of one of the members of the 
congregation of an evangelical church 
through the introduction of Mr, Trench- 
ard. In this way God led me for the first 
time in my life to a church where I dis- 
covered men and women who sincerely 
search for the truth. 

In a very short time I began to see 
the tragic delusion in which I had been 
living. I had vainly imagined that I 
was seeking after the things of God, 
when in reality my heart was set upon 
material things. My underlying desires 
were to achieve power, which in Spain 
is closely identified with the church, and, 
with this, notoriety and fame. 

My thoughts were always upon what 
I would become some day—a bishop, a 
cardinal, or—who knows—maybe a gen- 
eral of the Jesuit Order. God had sec- 
ond place in all my thoughts, but now 
I began to understand why He had, in 
His infinite love to me a sinner, always 
prevented me from becoming a priest. 
I now could see His wisdom and His 
love in preserving me in war, while 
others were falling on my right and on 
my left side, why He saved me from 
sudden death in an automobile accident 
and on another occasion from drowning, 
and I perceived the amazing love which 
had opened my eyes. At last I could 
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say, in a measure at least, “Whereas I 
was once blind, now I see.” 

But now a fresh difficulty appeared. 
I had found peace and happiness, but 
my realization that to follow Jesus Christ 
entailed a departure from all the carnal 
ways in which I had been living caused 
me deep concern. A complete and utter 
severance from all the evils of which my 
life was composed did not come about 
suddenly and finally. Satan tempted me 
that perhaps it was possible to retain 
some of the things in which my carnal 
nature delighted, and yet not entirely 
to leave the Lord. But God would not 
have it so. He showed me that He would 
not have me lead a double life, and I 
soon found that the sins which before 
were like my native breath now be- 
came a source of deep grief. It became 
harder to sin, especially as I realized 
how much my Saviour had done for me, 
and how much He had forgiven. Yet 
still I put off the day when I would be 
separated entirely from those things 
which displeased Him. 

About four menths ago my mother be- 
came very ill. The doctor called and 
diagnosed typhoid fever. You will ap- 
preciate what a grave illness this is, 
especially as my mother is sixty-two 
years of age. She had to stay in bed 
for two months, and the bills were ter- 
rifying. She had to take Chloromycetin 
at 400 pesetas a day: I was desperate, 
yes, really desperate, and I prayed very 
hard to the Lord for help. It was dur- 
ing this critical moment when my 
mother’s life was in grave danger that I, 
holding my Bible in my hand, promised 
my Saviour that if He would preserve 
my mother’s life I would wait no more, 
but would live in Him and for Him as 
a truly converted man. 

My mother’s life was preserved, but 
I did not do what I had promised. In- 
stead, I began to say to myself that per- 
haps after all the medicines of modern 
science should take the credit. 

At last I went to see Mr. Trenchard 
and explained to him the dilemma I was 
in. I was willing to attend worship quite 
regularly, but had not yet reached the 
point where I was convinced that to 
follow the Lord sincerely really meant 
to obey His precepts fully and without 
reserve. Mr. Trenchard proceeded to 
show me, Bible in hand, that Christ 
was a discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of a man’s heart, and cf his actions, 
ond that He would not allow these mat- 
ters to be played with. He gave me 
plainly to understand what it would 
mean if I did not obey my Lord, putting 
it to me thus, “Well, Pairo, after all, 
the most that can happen is that you 
will Icse your soul!” This had a very 
deep effect. 

Even after that I continued for a little 
time (what a mercy it was only a little 
time!) to attend worship regularly Sun- 
days and week evenings, but still kept 
to some of my old ways of life in be- 
tween times, 


November 22, 1952 


But God would not have it so. He 
meant me to know that the past time 
of my life should suffice me to have 
worked the will of the Gentiles, when 
I “walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess 
of wine, revellings, banquetings, and 
abominable idolatries” (1 Pet. 4:3). God 
was calling me, and His voice awakened 
me. Soon everything that I imagined 
would ccst me so much to leave was 
left behind gladly, and now for the first 
time in my life I knew what it was to 
be free, free indeed. Now I had a pas- 
sionate desire to follow Him as my Sav- 
iour who had called me out of darkness 
into His marvelous light, and this day, 
the 24th of November, 1951, I knew I 
was “born again.” Yes, this blessed re- 
ality became mine at last, and the in- 
finite love of God was revealed to me, 
Rafael Pairo; and at thirty-two the work 
of salvation became clear and complete, 
though I know that I still have to fight 
the good fight of faith and to wage war 
against the powers of darkness, 

I do pray every day that I may be- 
come a good Christian and that by His 
grace I may live so as to honor Him 
until at last, having been brought safely 
through the trials of this life, I may 
reach the City which hath foundations, 
whose Builder and Maker is God. 


BARCELONA, SPAIN, 
b 


The Significance of Small Things | 


in Archaeology 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


N ARTICLE in THe Sunpay ScHoo. 

Times of August 30, 1952, “What 
May Be Expected at Dcthan,” pointed 
out that often very small objects found 
in an archaeological excavation may 
have very great significance in clarify- 
ing some Biblical matter or in answering 
a critical charge. A case of this type 
has a definite bearing on the dating of 
the Book of Nehemiah, 

In connection with the gifts given for 
the rebuilding of the Temple in the days 
of Nehemiah (about 450 B.C.), the Book 
of Nehemiah mentions a contribution 
of one thousand drachma_ (rendered 
“drams” in our English Bible, Neh. 7:70). 
In former years, it was held that the 
drachma, a Greek coin, would not have 
been commen in Palestine and other 


countries of the Near East until after 
the conquests of Alexander the Great 
(330 B.C), which effectively spread 


Greek culture throughout most of the 
known world. This reference to the 
drachma in the Book of Nehemiah has 
been used by scme scholars, including 
C. C. Torrey. as an argument for dating 
the Book of Nehemiah much later than 
the time when Nehemiah actually lived. 

This line of argument seemed to sup- 
port the standard critical view of Ne- 


(Continued on page 1000) 
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International Uniform Lesson 








LESSON 10. DECEMBER 7. JESUS, THE GREAT TEACHER 
Matthew 13; printed text, verses 24-35, 53, 54 
Golden Text.—Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?—Matt. 13:54 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 13:24 Another parable 


sowed good seed in his field: 


25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 


among the wheat, and went his way. 


26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth 


fruit, then appeared the tares also. 


27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto 
him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from 


whence then hath it tares? 
28 He said unto them, An enemy 


them up? 


29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye 


root up also the wheat with them. 


30 Let both grow together until the harvest: 
time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together 
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but 


gather the wheat into my barn, 


31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which 


a man tock, and sowed in his field: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N THE thirteenth chapter of Mat- 

I thew’s Gospel we ccme to the third 

of the five bodies of teaching listed 

in the third lesson of this series. By 

way of reminder, let me repeat the list: 

The principles of the Kingdom (Matt. 
5:1 to 7:29) 

The promotion of the Kingdom (chaps. 
9:36 to 11:1) 

The progress of the Kingdom (chap. 13: 
1-53) 

The problems of the Kingdom 
18:1 to 19:1) 

The prospects of the Kingdom (chaps. 
24:1 to 26:1) 

This body of teaching on the “prog- 
ress of the Kingdom” is given in the 
form of a series of parables, eight in 
all, four of which were spoken by the 
seaside in the presence of the multitudes, 
and four in the house to the disciples. 
It is to be expected, therefore, that the 
latter four will have something more 
intimate, meant for the Lord’s own peo- 
ple. The two longest parables are in- 
terpreted for us by the Lord Himself 
—generally called the Parable of the 
Sower and the Parable of the Tares. 
Not only do His interpretations give 
basic truth concerning the “mysteries of 
the kingdom,” but are guides to the in- 
terpretation of parables in general. 

I know of no more satisfactory defini- 


(chaps. 


put he forth 
saying, Fhe kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which 


hath done this. 
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather 


32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is 


unto them, grown, it is the 


branches thereof, 


greatest among 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the 


herbs, and becometh a 


33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of 


heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in 


34 Ail 


three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened, 
these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: 

35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 


prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will 


The 
of the world. 


and in the 


and said, Whence 
mighty works? 


utter things which have heen kept secret from the foundation 


53 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these 
parables, he departed thence, 

54 And when he was come into his own country, he taught 
them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, 
hath this 


man this wisdom, and these 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, 


copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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tion of a parable than the very brief 
one which I learned as a boy in school: 
“A parable is an earthly story with a 
heavenly meaning.” The purpose of 
parables should be carefully noted (Matt, 
13:10-17). They are not given to obscure 
truth, but to reveal it. But by their 
very nature they divide the hearers into 
two groups, having opposite effects on 
them. To the eager, obedient seeker 
they come with a revelation of the mys- 
teries of God more vivid and enlighten- 
ing than abstract or dogmatic state- 
ments, while they leave the unbelieving 
and obdurate mystified and darkened, 

In the interpretation of parables the 
following rules should be observed: 

1. Look for the special purpose of the 
parable, either in the context or sug- 
gested within itself, 

2. Keep in mind that a parable is in- 
tended to present one central] truth. 

3. Do not read into a parable doctrines 
which are beyond its purpose. 

4. Distinguish between the essential 
feature of the parable and the local color. 
This will save you from trying to make 
a parable “walk on all fours.” 

Every student of the parables should 
have Archbishop Trench’s_ standard 
treatise 1 and Ada Habershon’s excellent 
study.2 

'*“Notes on the Parables of Our Lord.” By 


Richard Chenevix Trench. ‘Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6. Mich., $2.50.) 


*Now out of print: Zondervan Pub. House 


plans to republish sometime in future. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 13:24.—“The kingdom of heaven 
is likened unto a man which sowed good 
seed in his field.” In the Parable of the 
Sower, the seed is the Word of God, but 
here it is people, God’s people, scattered 
throughout the world as a testimony to 
the name of the Lord Jesus, 


Verse 25.—“His enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat.” The tares are 
not false doctrine, but “the children of 
the wicked one” (v. 38). They have al- 
ways been in the world, but the point 
is that here they are mingled with God’s 
people under pretense of being Chris- 
tians. 

Verse 26.—“Brought forth fruit, then 
appeared the tares also.” While the true 
believers brought forth “the fruit of the 
Spirit,” the false professors manifested 
themselves by a lack of it. They brought 
forth “the works of the flesh.” See Gala- 
tians 5: 19-23, 

Verse 27.—‘From whence then hath 
it tares?” Is not part of the answer in 
the first words of verse 25—“while men 
slept”? Greater watchfulness might have 
frustrated the enemy’s design. 

Verse 28.—“Wilt thou then that we go 
and gather them up?” The Lord’s peo- 
ple are really awake at this point, and 
eager to undo the work of the enemy 
which their slumber allcwed. 

Verse 29.—“Nay; lest .. . ye root up 
also the wheat.” Ruthless reform, linked 
with judgment by no means unerring, 
would lead to tragic results. The Lord 
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will not jeopardize the soul of His weak- 
est saint by allowing even His best saint 
to pass judgment. 

Verse 30.—“Let both grow together un- 
til the harvest , . . bind them in bundles 
to burn them , . . into my barn.” De- 
spite the early likeness and the growing 
together, the end of each is sure—the 
fire for the tares (darnel) and the barn 
for the wheat. So false professors will 
not enter Heaven under an unrecognized 
camouflage, and no child of God will be 
cast into hell by mistake. 

Verse 31—“The kingdom of heaven 
is like to a grain of mustard seed.” We 
still have the field, the world, and the 
sower—Christ. His explanation of the 
two former parables should lead us to 
expect the element of conflict here. 

Verse 32.—“‘Becometh a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and lodge.” 
Alien elements are here present—spuri- 
ous growth and “lodgers” who have no 
right there, corresponding to the darnel 
of previous parable. 

Verse 33.—“Leaven .. . in three mea- 
sures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened.” Corrupting influences are 
here seen operating in the whole sphere 
of Christian profession. Where can you 
find a church wholly free from them? 

Verse 34—“All these things . .. in 
parables.” A parable (para + ballc) is 
something “thrown alongside, for eluci- 
dation by way of comparison.” Put 
these parables alongside the history 
of the church, and see how accurate are 
the descriptions, 

Verse 35.—“Things which have been 
kept secret from the foundation of the 
world.” Jesus’ teachings as well as His 
work were in fulfillment of the Old Tes- 
tament Scriptures. The reference here 
is to Psalm 78:2. Compare Ephesians 
3:4 5, 9. 

Verse 53.—“When Jesus had finished 
these parables, he departed thence.” 
Notice the phrase which marks the end 
of another body of teaching. 

Verse 54.—“Whence hath this man this 
wisdom, and these mighty works?” So 
long as Jesus is regarded only as a man, 
beth His teaching and His works are 
inexplicable. Regard Him in human re- 
lationships (v, 55) and He is the world’s 
number one conundrum, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

This chapter is full of the activity of 
God, wonderful, beneficent, redemptive 
activity, and all preparing for the time 
when “the Lord shall be king over all 
the earth.” We see Him, in the person 
of His Son, “the Son of man,” scattering 
the Word of the Kingdom, by which men 
are called into His Kingdom. Then we 
see Him scattering these sons of the 
Kingdom as seed, by whose sowing in 
the earth others must be brought in as 
the harvest. Again, the planting of the 
mustard seed represents the Kingdom in 
its small beginnings—something which 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
9. November 30.—Jesus’ Law of Doing 
Good. (Temperance.) . Matthew 12 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. December 14.—Jesus Dispels Fear. 
Matthew 14 








men would despise. It might even depict 
the Lord Jesus Himself, planted into 
death, “despised and rejected of men” 
(see John 12:24). In the three mea- 
sures of meal we can see God’s sancti- 
fied people, who have partaken of the 
sufferings of Christ. Still further, the 
divine activity is seen in the purchase 
of the field containing the treasure, in 
the search for the pearl of great price, 
and in the casting of the dragnet to 
save men out of the waters of sin. 

But this chapter is full of the activity 
of the enemy. Satan conditions men’s 
hearts against the Word of God: he min- 
gles the seed of the righteous with the 
seed of the wicked by counterfeiting 
the Christian profession. He lures men 
from the simplicity of the Gospel, and, 
where he cannot stop the growth of the 
Kingdom, induces spurious growth, giv- 
ing shelter to evil spirits. He corrupts 
the purity cf the church with his evil 
leaven. He is in the background of the 
parables of the Treasure and the Pear], 
making the purchase as difficult and 
costly as possible. He induces a false 
response to the Gospel, so that many 
are resting in false hopes. 

So this is a chapter of conflict. But 
the issue does not stand in doubt. The 
Lord will have all His own people, a 
full harvest from His costly sowing. All 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Hoe’ many great bodies of teaching 
are given in Matthew's Gcespel? 

2. How many parables are found in 
the thirteenth chapter of Matthew's Gos- 
pel, and how are they divided? 

3. Where did Jesus give the interpre- 
tation of (1) the Parable of the Sower, 
(2) the Parable of the Tares? 

4. What element runs through the 
parables of this chapter? 

5. What is the effect of parables on 
(1) believers, (2) unbelievers? 

6. What is the difference between the 
seed in the Parable .of the Sower and 
the seed in the Parable of the tares? 

7. Why could not the wheat and the 
tares be separated (1) at the beginning, 
(2) after development? 

8. What other parable in this chapter 
deals with the separation of the true and 
the false at the end of the age? 

9. What is Satan’s policy when he can- 
not destroy the work of God’s Kingdom? 

10. In what two offerings of Israel was 
leaven used, and why? 

(Answers on page 999) 
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that is false and spurious and vicious 
will at last be separated and cast out, 
and His Kingdom will appear in right- 
eousness and truth. The seeming tri- 
umph of evil is short-lived, but the King- 
dom of God will endure forever. But 
how we need to be acquainted with the 
wiles of the Devil and stand against 
them, protected with “the whole armour 
of God” (Eph. 6:11); and how we are 
required to make the Gospel clear, pray- 
ing that the Holy Spirit will open men’s 
understanding! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Good and bad soil (Matt. 13:3-9, 18-23) 
2. Good and bad seed (vs. 24-30, 36-43) 
3. Good and bad growth (vs. 31-33) 

4. Good and bad bargains (vs. 44-46) 

5. Good and bad fish (vs, 47-50) 


Topics for Development 


The Mustard Seed and the Leaven. 
In many circles these two parables are 
thought to present the growth of the 
Kingdom of God in the world. The mus- 
tard seed, grown a tree, is taken to sig- 
nify its phenomenal development till it 
lends its benign shelter to all the insti- 
tutions of the world, while the leaven is 
regarded as representing the permeating 
influence of Christianity, affecting the 
whole life of the world. There are sev- 
era] reasons why we cannot accept this 
interpretation: 

1. The other parables of the series 
make clear that the progress of the 
Kingdom is in the face of antagonism 
which does not let up or diminish until 
the end of the age. 

2. The parables of the Tares and of 
the Dragnet clearly present a mixed pic- 
ture, with false elements competing with 
the true right to the end. 

3. Both parables interpreted by our 
Lord put the emphasis on the conflict, 
not on the phenomenal grewth or world- 
subduing influence of His Kingdom. 
That suggests a criterion to apply to 
the others. 

4. The figures used are suggestive of 
conflicting forces. Our Lord has already 
introduced the fowls cf the air as ene- 
mies of the Word (vs. 4, 19), and leaven 
is uniformly used as a symbol of evil 
influence. See Mark 8:15; 1 Corinthians 
5: 6-8, 

5. Over nineteen centuries of Chris- 
tian testimony have not shown the all- 
conquering advance that the interpreta- 
tion in question suggests. The explana- 
tion which we hold (see Verse by Verse) 
is true to the facts of history. The spuri- 
ous growth of a false Christendom, and 
the evil leaven of the world within the 
sphere of Christian profession, are too 
apparent for denial. 

Wheat and Tares, The tares referred 
to are the darnel, one of the plagues of 
the Eastern farmer. It is so like the 
wheat in the early stages that the two 
can scarcely be distinguished, and when 
the difference becomes noticeable, noth- 
ing can be done without hurting the 
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Lesson tor December / 


wheat. This past summer my wife and 
I have tried to rid our new lawn of 
crab grass. In doing so we have pulled 
up a lot of good grass with it! There 
are many false professors mingled with 
the people of God, but if we were to 
try to make the division, we should 
certainly make mistakes, and root out 
some truly born-again Christians with 
the spurious. Higher and wiser hands 
than ours will do the separating. For 
the place of the angels ‘vs, 39, 41) in 
the work of the end-time, compare Reve- 
lation 7:2, 3; 14: 14-20. 

Personal Applications 

An obedient heart will learn more of 
the truth of God than a brilliant mind. 

A parable, accepted as an instructor, 
will enlighten you: treated as a jigsaw 
puzzle, it will confuse you. 

The best way to rid of tares is 
not to give the Adversary opportunity 
to sow them. 

The test of ycur faith is not the testi- 
mony which you give at prayer meeting, 
but the testimony which you live seven 
days a week. 


get 


Hypocrites and rejecters will end in 
the same place, the fire 
It is better to have your roots dug 


into the rock than to have your branches 
scraping the sky, 
Golden Text 

Matt. 13:54.—“Whence hath 
this wisdom, and these mighty works?” 
We kncw the The wonderful 
thing is that we share them. See James 
1:5: John 14:12, 13, 

ELMHwuRST, ILL, 


this man 


answer. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTteD HYMNS 
“Faith of Our Fathers” 

“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 

our Father, who hast taught us wondrous 
things of Thyself and of Thy Kingdom 
through the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, give us understanding of His 
teachings in our lesson today. We thank 
Thee for all Thy many mercies, and 
pray for hearts responsive to the call 
of Thy kindness and the promptings of 
Thy Spirit. Bless our land with godly 
homes and with upright, wise leaders in 
all departments of our country’s life. 
Spread the Gospel through all the world 
and bring Thy bitterest enemies to re- 
pent and believe. Revive and strengthen 
Thy Church. Help the persecuted. Heal 
the sick. Comfort the sad. Be our guide 
and guardian all through this life. By 
Thy grace and power release us from 
all sin’s power and make us to abound 


unto every good work through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—As the disciples 
heard the Parable of the Tares they may 
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have been puzzled and even discour- 
aged, especially when they thought of 
the Parable of the Sower, too. There 
it had been shown that three parts of 
the good seed were lost, and in this 
second parable the good seed is seen 
to be mingled with tares. It was not 
a bright picture of future prospects for 
the Kingdom of God. But the Parable 
of the Mustard Seed brightened the out- 
look. The littleness of the seed pictured 


(op 


the littleness of the beginnings of Chris- 
tianity. But the treelike size of the 
mature plant showed the great prcpor- 
tions to which Christ’s cause would 
grow. Christian history has fulfilled the 
promise of this parable. Just think of 
Christianity in Europe beginning with 
so quiet an event as the conversion of 
Lydia in Philippi. But from that the 
faith spread thrcugh Europe and on to 
our Western world to become the mighty 
influence it is today. 
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as the beginnings of greater things. And 
this is true not only of the growth of the 
living seed of God’s Werd in the world, 
but of its growth in each of us. At four 
years of age a little lad was moved to 
turn to Christ with the prayer, “Be Thou 
mine, Lord Jesus, and I will be Thine.” 
That boy grew up to be Count ven Zin- 
zendorf who founded the Moravian 
Church. The missionary zeal of the 
Moravians inspired William Carey to go 
to India, where he laid the foundation 
of modern missions. You may be young 
now and limited in what you can do, but 


you, too, can say from the heart, “Be 
Thou mine, Lord Jesus, and I will be 
Thine.” Then, eventually, the Lord may 


well surprise you and all who know you 
by the way He will use your life given 
over to Him, 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 


Hard-to-decide Christmas gift prob- 
lems can often be sclved by one or more 
subscriptions to The Sunday School 
Times—gifts that keep on giving for 
fifty-two weeks, or longer, as you may 
desire. Turn to page 1007 for rates. 


“BIRDS OF A FEATHER” 








“THE BIRDS OF THE AIR COME AND LODGE 
IN THE BRANCHES THEREOF.” (MT. 13:32) 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


churches. 


He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Let both grow together until the har- 
vest” (Matt. 13:30).—We profit from the 
fact that the disciples asked for an ex- 
planation of the Parable of the Wheat 
and Tares. Now we have the Lord's 
own exposition of this passage of Scrip- 
ture. How simply He expounded it! 
The sower is the Son of man; the field 
is the world; the good seed, the chil- 
dren of the Kingdom; the tares, the chil- 
dren of the wicked one; the enemy, the 
Devil; the harvest, the end of the world 
(or age); the reapers, the angels. 

In spite of this divine exposition, I 
have been told that it is unscriptural 
to exercise discipline in the church. The 
wheat and tares grow together in the 
field—which the Lord said is the world 
—not the church. Numerous Scriptures 
command the exercise of discipline in 
the church, e.g., 1 Corinthians 5:13; Titus 
3:10; but expulsion from the Kingdom of 
Heaven is not enjoined. That is a work 
to be done by angels at the end of the 
age. We must distinguish between 
things that differ. 

One thing is certain from the Lord’s 
interpretation of the parable—the 
“wheat” will never absorb the “tares.” 
In other words, the Lord did not teach 
that “the children of the kingdom” would 
convert the world. 

The heathen and Mohammedan popu- 
lation of the world counts more by two 
hundred millions that it did a hundred 
years ago, while the converts and their 
families number less than three millions. 
The annual increase of Mohammedans 
alone exceeds the yearly harvest of 
Christian converts, and the conversions 
of nominal Christians to Islam in recent 
years far exceed the conversions of Islam 
to Christ! There are millions more of 
heathen souls in China today than when 
the first Protestant missionaries landed 
a hundred years ago: for every convert 
added to the church, a thousand souls 
are added to Chinese heathendom by 
mere growth of population. And now 
China is closed to foreign missionaries! 


“But when it is grown, it . . . becometh 
a tree” (Matt. 13:32).—While I was visit- 
ing the Garden in “the place of the skull” 
(Jchn 19:17, also verse 41), I noticed 
a tree and asked the caretaker what 
kind it was. Imagine my surprise when 
he answered, “Mustard”! It was well 
over my head, and I am six feet two in 
height, 

“The mustard seed under certain cir- 
cumstances assumed to be more than it 
was. It belongs to the herbs; its very 
texture is not wcody; and yet, its pre- 
tense is that of a tree. It professes what 
it does not possess. We believe it is not 
straining Scripture to see in this parable 
the fungus growth, the false appearance, 
and the foul lodgers” (Dr, W. B. Riley). 

There is abnormal, external growth, 
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until the “birds of the air come and 
ledge in the branches thereof.” In the 
Parable of the Sower, the “fowls of the 
air” are explained by our Lord as denot- 
ing “the wicked one” (v. 19), “the devil” 
(Luke 8:12), “Satan” (Mark 4:15). And 
there is no hint that we are to take 
them in any other sense in this parable. 
(See also Rev. 18:2.) 

In the fourth century under Constan- 
tine, the mustard tree sent its branches 
into all the world. He issued an edict 
addressed to all his subjects advising 
them to embrace the Gospel, but pressed 
none; he wished it to be a matter of 
conviction. He endeavored, however, to 
render it attractive by bestowing places 
and honors on proselytes of the higher 
classes and donations on the poor—a 
course which, as Eusebius acknowledges, 
produced “a great amount of hypocrisy 
and pretension.” 

“A white garment, with twenty pieces 
of gold, was promised by the Emperor 
to every new convert of the poorer 
classes. At the Easter and Pentecostal 
festivals, thousands, from all ranks and 
classes, in white garments crowded 
around the different churches waiting to 
be baptized” (Andrew Miller). 

A careful consideration of the mustard 
tree today will reveal a host of strange 
characters lodging in its branches. The 
culmination of the mustard seed will 
be the “man of sin,” and “antichrist.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
leaven” (Matt, 13:33).—Ever since the 
first Pacsover with its prohibition of 


leaven (Exod. 12:15), all crthodox 
Jews kncw it signifies evil. To this day 
they will diligently search their houses 
before the feast of unleavened bread, 


and ferret out every bit of leaven, to 
avoid ceremonial defilement, 

The Lord did not have literal, leavened 
bread in mind when He warned His 
disciples of “the leaven of the Pharisees 
and of the Sadducees,” but their false 
and evil doctrine (Matt. 16:6, 12), 

Leaven symbolizes evil practice as 
well as evil doctrine, as is manifest in 
what the apostle by divine inspiration 
says of the influence of the person guilty 
of incest (1 Cor. 5:5-8). Unleavened 
bread signifies “sincerity and _ truth.” 
Thus the parable shows the internal cor- 
ruption, as the mustard tree revealed 
the external, fungus growth. 

The present constituted society is, as 
Trench says, “like that of the ark, where 
unclean and clean mingle; like that of 
the pasture, the goats and sheep are 
together; like that of the threshing floor, 
the chaff and the grain are mixed; like 
that of the field, the tares and the wheat 
growing together.” 

“Whence hath this man this wisdom?” 
(Matt. 13:54.)—They did not refer to 
Him as “Saviour,” or “Lord,” or “Christ,” 
but as “this man.” He was very man, 
to be sure; but He was also very God. 
And although they mentioned “this wis- 
dom, and these mighty works,” they 


November 22, 1952 


refused to acknowledge His deity. They 
were offended in Him. 

“The only thing distinctive about the 
infidelity of our own times is that it has 
assumed the dress and language of re- 
ligion. Among its teachers are ‘Dcctors 
of Divinity’ and Professors in Christian 
universities and colleges” (Sir Robert 
Anderson). 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our lesson today leads us 

into “the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven,” spoken of by our Lord to 
His disciples. People are impressed in 
various ways by a mystery. Some are 
startled, some are confused, some are 
fascinated. All of us are interested, more 
or less. A mystery is a challenge to 
our intelligence. We naturally like to 
probe and to uncover hidden things— 
to discover something new. God put 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





SESUS, THE GREAT TEACHER 
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that quality in our make-up, and it is 
no discredit to us. Perhaps more than 
anything else it helps us get an educa- 
tion. True education is that which en- 
ables us to adapt ourselves to our en- 
vironment and appropriate the best it 
has to offer. It even reaches out beyond 
environment and gathers information 
from remote places. A mystery may 
move up quite close to us, touch us— 
even jostle us uncomfortably—yet be 
quite distant from our understanding. 
And it is one of this kind we are dealing 
with today in the Parable of the Sower 
and the Tares. 

Why can’t we have a field of good 
grain and a satisfactory harvest without 
the tares? That is a reasonable ques- 
tion. Here was a man who presumably 
had a good field of fertile soil, plowed 
and tilled it, and selected good seed 
which he properly planted. With favor- 
able seasons he had every reason to ex- 
pect a good crop. But a mysterious and 
a vicious thing happened. While he 
slept (and of course a tired farmer has 
to sleep!) an enemy—a very mysterious 
and a very subtle enemy—came in the 
night and sowed tares among the good 
seed. And what are tares? In this case 
they are the bearded darnel, a poison- 
ous weed which looks very much like 
wheat while in the blade. It is almost im- 
possible to distinguish the one from the 
other during this stage of growth. So for 
the safety of the wheat, the tares are 
allowed to remain until harvest time, 
when a purple-blue flower appears cn the 
poisonous darnel, and it is easily dis- 
tinguished from the wheat. 

In the parable, at harvest time, the 
farmer said to his reapers, “Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to burn them: but gather 
the wheat into my barn.” 

Now, fellows, this parable is illus- 
trating the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
is composed of human beings right here 
where you and I live; and you and I are 
the wheat or the tares, according to 
how we have chosen to believe and to 
live. And the mystery is this: Why does 
God permit the tares to be sown in the 
wheat and to grow up with it and re- 
main until the harvest? But do nct let 
the mystery disturb you; rather take 
comfort in the mystery because it is in 
God’s hands and He will take care of it. 
Back there in Deuteronomy 29:29, look 
at this: “The secret things belong unto 
the Lord our God: but these things 
which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children for ever, that we may 
do all the words of this law.” 

Jesus prayed for His followers, saying, 
“I pray not that thou shouldest take them 
out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil” (John 17:15). It 
is not comfortable (far from it!) for a 
sincere Christian to have to work along- 
side, or live alongside a scoffer or a 


hypocrite; and unquestionably there are 
hypocrites on the membership roll of 
the church, One favorite objection raised 
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by unbelievers whom a Christian is try- 
ing to win is that “there are hypocrites 


in the church”; and unfortunately we 
have to admit that it is true. The in- 
consistent church member is the Devil's 


main “darnel.” But the day of the reck- 
oning harvest will come when all these 
shall be weeded out and burned, while 
the “wheat” is gathered into the Lord's 


wonderful storehouse. 

So, fellcws, be patient if you are find- 
ing yourself located among 
“tares.” It is doubtless a part of God's 
plan to teach you patience. James says, 
“Let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, want- 
ing nothing” (Jas, 1:4). Patience is the 
only human quality I can find in the 
Bible that has a perfect work! 

FONTANA DaM, N, C, 
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My Class of Girls 

By Vivian D. Gunderson 
THE SEVEN PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM 
ATERIALS gold 
milk bottle yellow 

scissors, paste, pencils, and notebooks. 

Last week we saw the contrast be- 
tween the proud, criticizing Pharisees 
and the humble disciples of the Lord 
Jesus, who were doing the will of God. 
Yet the Pharisees were the leaders of 
Israel! In the first chapter of John’s Gos- 


needed: 
caps, 


paper, 
crayons, 


pel, speaking of the Lord Jesus, it says, 
“He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not.” The first part of 
Matthew shows how Jesus came unto 
His own. For instance, Matthew 2 tells 
of the Wise Men who came from the 
East, seeking the King of the Jews. In 


Matthew 10 Jesus sent out His disciples 
to teach and to heal the Israelites, but 
no others. However, in spite of all that 


Jesus did for His own people, their 
leaders did not receive Him, but only 
pletted to destroy Him, 


So Matthew 13 begins by telling us 
that Jesus “went .. . out of the house, 
and sat by the sea side.” He accepted 
the solemn fact that the house of Israel 
had rejected Him. 

Read verses 10 to 15. By their unbelief 
the Pharisees had forfeited the privilege 


of having the Lord tell them plainly 
His thoughts. From now on He would 
speak to them only in parables—here 


we must underline verses 14 and 15 be- 
cause this is another Old Testament 
prophecy that has been fulfilled. 


Matthew 13 contains seven parables, 
three about growing things and three 
about hidden things. The seventh par- 
able may be classified either way. 


As we haven't time to read all of this 
long chapter in class, we will skip the 
first part, because you know that best. 
It is the Parable of the Sower. In this 
story the seed is a picture of the Word 
of God as we learn in Luke 8:11. The 
Word of God, if it is received, grows 
in a heart. In this parable there was 
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voice of the human heart. Their 
poetry has put into words the sin- 
cerest worship, the deepest longing, 
the greatest joy the soul can know. 


= own heart will re- 
~/ spond with a new joy to 
the beauty and inspiration of the 
Psalms as you read Mr.- Olsen's 
“Meditations.” He has proved beyond 
all doubt that the Psalms are for our 
times as well as for the ages past. 
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only one kind of soil where the Word 
of God could grow roots downward and 
yield fruit upward, which is the way of 
real growth. But even in the good 
ground there was a difference. The seed 
was equally good, but some hearts 
proved better soil than others. Oh, that 
you and I might all be hundredfold 
Christians! 

The second parable of this chapter is 
found in verses 24 to 30. Carol will read 
it to us... . Now Mabel will read the 
Lord’s explanation of it in verses 36 to 
43. In this story the growing things 
represent people. I am told that tares 
look so much like wheat that it is hard 
to tell them apart. Tcday there are 
real Christians in the world and there 
are those who only pretend to be Chris- 
tians. Once I overheard a man say to 
a preacher: “I don’t want to be a Chris- 
tian! There are too many hypocrites.” 
Quick as thought the preacher answered: 
“Tf you don’t like hypocrites, you had 
better become a Christian. Then you’ll 
be ready for Heaven, where not one 
single hypocrite can ever get in. If you 
reject Christ, you will go to hell, where 
you will have to live with hypocrites 
forever!” I hope the man saw the truth 
of that and got saved. 

Deana will read the next parable in 
verses 31 and 32. This growing thing 
was a tiny mustard seed which grew up 
into a great tree. The growth of a seed 
does not depend on the size of it, but 
on the power of the life within it, and 
on the kind of soil in which it is planted. 

Dixie will read the first parable about 
something hidden. Leaven is yeast. It 
can be hidden in dough so completely 
that no one would know it was there. 
By and by the yeast will have worked 
all through the dough and then it can’t 
be hidden any longer. 

Everyone read verses 34 and 35. We 
must underline verse 35 because it also 
is a fulfilled prophecy. 

Now Barbara will read about the Hid- 
den Treasure in verse 44. And Joanna 
will read about the Pearl of Great Price 
in verses 45 and 46. The pearl was not 
purposely hidden, as the treasure was, 
but all pearls have to be found before 
their value can be known. 

Some people interpret the treasure and 
the pearl as representative of Christ. 
Certainly He is the greatest treasure of 
all the universe. No words are strong 
enough to describe how wonderful He 
is. Yet it seems to me that in both these 
parables we see Christ seeking for us, 
than anyone seeking for Him. 
I believe this for two reasons: (1) Jesus 
said that He came “to seek and to save 
that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). And 
Romans 3:11 says, “There is none that 
seeketh after God.” (2) In one of these 
parables the seeker sold all that he had 
to get the field of hidden treasure, and 
in the other to purchase the pearl of 
great price. We had nothing of value 
to sell to buy Christ, but He gave all 
that He had to redeem us. “He was rich, 
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yet for your sakes he became poor” (2 
Cor. 8:9). How much we cost our pre- 
cious Saviour! 

The last parable is about fish. They 
may be classified as either growing 
things or hidden things. Wilma will 
read verses 47 to 50. Notice that in verse 
47 it says that they gathered fish “of 
every kind.” But verse 48 divides them 
into. just two classes, the good and the 
bad. All the good were saved, all the 
bad discarded. There are many kinds 
of people in this world, but they can 
all be divided into two groups: those 
whom the Lord will keep, and those to 
whom He will say, “Depart from me.” 
As in the case of the wheat and the tares, 
you and I would make mistakes if we 
tried to separate them now. We might 


classify as Christians some who have. 


never truly accepted Christ. Again we 
might consider some to be unbelievers 
who really do have eternal life. But 
the day is coming when they will be 
eternally separated and there will not 
be one mistake made. 

Under “Matthew 13” in our notebooks, 
let us write, “The Seven Parables of 
the Kingdom.” Then using a milk bottle 
cap for a pattern, make a circle of this 
gold paper to represent the sun. Use 
the yellow crayons to show its rays. 
Below that, copy verse 43. This is the 
glorious future awaiting those who are 
on the Lord’s side. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $i is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times. three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Where He Learned.—Whence hath this 
man this wisdom, and these mighty 
works? (Matt. 13:54, Golden Text.) The 
Pilgrim reports Dr. Harry A. Ironside 
as a young preacher visiting the aged 
Alexander Fraser and listening en- 
thralled as one truth after another was 
opened up from God’s Word by Mr. 
Fraser until he could restrain himself 
no longer and cried cut, “Where did you 
learn all these things?” “On my knees 
on the mud floor of a little sod cottage 
in the north of Ireland,” replied Mr. 
Fraser. “There, with my Bible open be- 
fore me, I used to kneel for hours at a 
time, and ask the Spirit of God to re- 
veal Christ to my soul and to open the 
Word to my heart. He taught me more 
on my kness on that mud floor than I 
could ever have learned in all the col- 
leges and seminaries in the world.”— 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. ; J 


Sowing As He Could.—A man which 
sowed good seed in his field (Matt, 13: 
24). A businessman in Boston said to 








SS —————$ 





Se oe a fet ee oe ee OM Cee oe 


thi 
tio: 
tio: 
cre 


























Lesson for December 7 


himself, “I cannot take part in prayer 
meetings. I cannot do other things in 
Christian service, but I can put two extra 
dinner plates on my table every Sunday, 
and induce two young men who are away 
from home to dine with me.” He did 
that over thirty years, and thus be- 
came acquainted with a great number of 
young men who came to his church, and 
many of whom became _ Christians 
through his persenal influence. When 
he died he buried in a cemetery 
thirty miles away, and a special train 
was chartered to convey his business 
friends. and there was a special] coach 
on the train for his Sunday guests who 
had become Christians through his in- 
fluence. One hundred and fifty of them 
packed that car from end to end.—From 
the Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng, Prize illustration. 


ior 


was 


If All the Seed Bore Fruit—A man 
sowed good seed (Matt, 13:24). Some 
missionary in Japan got a 
America He gave 
boy in his Sunday school 
planted his core, and 
from it is the grand- 
trees in Japan. 


years 
box of apples from 


ago a 


each 
class. One | 
the tree that 
father of all the apple 
How one wishes that all the good seed 
of the Gospel planted by missionaries 
had been as fruitful!—From China’s Mil- 
lions. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


one to 


erew 


The Noxious Weed of Sin.—But while 


men slent. his enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, and went his 
way (Matt. 13:25) We are hearing 
more and more abcut the spread of a 
Russian weed kncwn as “Halogetou” over 
our Western acres. It is said that this 
poison weed has already infested over 
a million and a half acres, killing most 
of the animals that nibble it. There is 


as we know that it was 
mmunists, but its very 
of the way Commu- 

This odd plant lit- 
seed, thousands of them, 
azing job of distribut- 


no claim so fai 
spread here by C 

action is a parable 
nism 
erally turns into 
It then does an an 


— _ 
itself st reads 


ing itself Motorists, trains, mowing 
machines, and even animals help to 
waft them into wide areas. Each small 
leaf has a sharp spine at its end. The 
fcliage is so toxic that one and a half 


pounds will kill a sheep. One rancher 
in Idaho lost 1,200 animals within a few 


hours, when they began feeding in the 


infested field. It even resists burning, 
for it is said that the stalks and leaves 


contain up to 20 percent of sodium and 
potassium salts of oxalic acid, making 
them practically fireproof. One can pull 
up a plant in blocm and preserve it dry 
and within a few weeks it will produce 
a mature crop just from its own mois- 
ture. Seeds in the soil will sprout for 
three years. Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, and 
Montana are having the worst fight with 
this weed. Here is the perfect illustra- 
tion of Galatians 6:7, 8. Sin sets in mo- 


tion a train of causes which lead to in- 
creasingly disastrous effects. 


There is 
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but one answer to the problem.—From 
Prophecy Monthly. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Taking the Seed to the Field.—Sir, 
didst thou not sow good seed in thy field? 
(Matt, 13:27.) The modern method is to 
seek to entice the sinner to come to the 
Gospel. The Bible method is that the 
Christian should take the evangel to the 
sinner. The farmer does not bring the 
field to the seed, but takes the seed to 
the field—From Our Hope. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


An Open Door—to Hell!—Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to burn them (Matt. 13:30). 
George Whitefield, while preaching once 
on the text “The door was shut,” had 
two flippant young men in his congre- 
gation. One was heard to to the 
other, in mirth: “What if the door be 
shut? Another will open!” Mr. White- 
field said later in the sermon: “It is 
possible that there may be someone here 
who is careless and trifling, and 
‘What matter if the door be shut? 
other will open!’” 
looked at 


say 


says, 
An- 
The two young men 
each other in alarm. Mr. 
Whitefield proceeded: “Yes, another 
door will open. It will be the door to 
the bottomless pit—the door to hell!”— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Some Things Only God Knows.—I will 
open my mouth in parables; I will utter 
things which have been kept secret from 
the foundation of the world (Matt. 13: 
35). A young theological student one 
day came to Mr, Spurgeon, telling him 
that the Bible ccntained verses 
which he could not understand, and 
about which he was very much worried. 
To this the noted man of God replied: 
“Young man, allow me to give you this 
word of advice: You must expect to 
give God credit for knowing some things 
which you do not understand.”—From 
Christian Digest. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans, 


some 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Doers of the Word (Matt. 13:1, 2, 53-56) 
O YOU like stories? We all do. The 
Lord Jesus used to tell stories. He 


told about a lost boy, and a kind man 
who helped his enemy when he was hurt, 
Sometimes He told stcries about things 
you could see, like the farmer sowing 
his grain. But first let us see if you 
can tell stories about some things the 
Lord Jesus did and said. (The follow- 
ing pictures might be used to visualize 
Matthew 12 and suggest the stories: 
through the cornfield; man with withered 
arm; healing of blind and dumb de- 
moniac—write the word “Devil” on the 
picture to suggest what the Pharisees 
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China Inland Mission 


Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
to sail in January, 1953 


Read their testimonies 

in the December number of THE MILLIONS 
(formerly China’s Millions), a 16-page illustrated 
monthly magazine that will keep you up-to-date 
on the work of God through this mission in 
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said about Christ—Jonah or whale; 
crowd about the Lord—write “mother,” 
“brother” over individuals on the out- 
skirts.) 

Show some kernels of wheat or other 
grain. Ask the children how it grew. 
Talk about how it was planted, and show 
a picture of seed being scattered broad- 
cast. After the enemies of the Lord 
Jesus began to think He was in league 
with the Devil, He stopped speaking 
plainly to the people as He did in the 
Sermon on the Mount, and began to 
tell stories—stories that were interesting, 
but had a hidden meaning, which the 
bad enemies with their wicked hearts 
could not understand, but they would 
help the simple, loving hearts to under- 
stand what was happening. The crowd 
was so great that the Lord was sitting 
in a boat off the shore speaking to the 
people along the beach. The hillsides 
were green. There were fields of grow- 
ing grain. 
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The Lord began: A sower went out 
to sow seed in his field. The little ker- 
nels fell everywhere. Some, instead of 
sinking into the soft, plowed-up field, 
fell on the hard pathway through the 
field. Maybe they bounced or rolled a 
few inches and lay there. Whoops! down 
flew the sharp-eyed, hungry birds and 
gobbled them up. That was the end of 
those little seeds! There was a ledge 
of rock in the field, with just a little 
dirt pver it. The sun warmed the soil. 
Oh, what a nice warm bed! the little 
seeds might have thought. How quickly 
they sprouted and sent up their green 
heads to grow! But, oh, my! how could 
little roots go down in that hard rock? 
They couldn't! Ouch, how hot it was! 
And the little green shoots just withered 
up and died in the hot sun. And they 
never grew any new grains of wheat. 
Some of the little seeds fell off in the 
corners where the weeds grew. Little 
wheats and little weeds both grew.’ And 
which do you think grew faster? The 
horrid weeds! And the little wheat ears 
were just no good—never grew another 
single kernel on their heads! But, of 
course, there were wheat seeds that fell 
on the good soil. What do you think 
they did? Sprouted up, had good roots 
down, and grew, and grew, and grew. 
And do you kncw what grew in their 
heads when they were all ripe? More 
wheat. Maybe one little wheat seed 
made thirty new wheat seeds, maybe 
sixty, maybe even one hundred. What 
a good harvest the farmer had from the 
wheat in the good soil; it made his heart 
glad. 

But the Lord was not thinking only 
about little wheat seeds and what hap- 
pened to them. He was thinking of the 
Word-seeds He was planting in folks’ 
hearts. They bounced right off the hard- 
hearted old Pharisees and didn’t sink in 
a bit. (Explain the meaning of each 
soil, and apply to the little hearts right 
before you in Sunday school.) 

“Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only” (Jas, 1:22). Will you read 
this story and others in Matthew 13 this 
week? What kind of ground will your 
heart be? Can you bring pictures for 
the stories? 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


VERY Sunday morning Nancy and 

Dick Blake called at the homes of 
their friends and took them along to 
Sunday school. Whenever they stopped 
at Susan’s she bounded cut of the house 
as fast as possible. Susan loved Sun- 
day school! 

Susan loved everything that hap- 
pened in Sunday school, and she espe- 
cially enjoyed the lesson. As soon as 
her teacher, Miss Birch, began the les- 
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son, Susan sat up as straight as she could 
and listened as best she could. 

“Long, long ago, long before your 
mother and daddy were born, long be- 
fore your grandmother and grandfather 
were born, long, long before that, the 
Lord Jesus lived here on earth.” Susan 
liked it when Miss Birch started a story 
with “Long, long ago.” 

“You know, the people who lived when 
the Lord Jesus lived were very much 
like you in many ways. They loved 
to hear stories, just as you do. One day 
when the Lord Jesus was at the seashore, 
a great crowd gathered around Him. 
In fact, they pushed so close to Him 
that He got into a boat and sat in it. 
That way He could see all the people 
and they could hear Him very well. 
That day He told them many stories. 
Whenever He told _ stories~they are 
called parables in the Bible—the people 
knew that they had special meanings, and 
they listened very well.” Susan sat even 
straighter. She never took her eyes off 
Miss Birch. 

“The Lord Jesus told some brand new 
things (Matt. 13:34, 35) that the people 
had never heard before. He said that 
a certain man went out to his field and 
sowed some good seed. Then when 
everyone was asleep, his enemy came 
and sowed some wild wheat seed— 
weeds that looked very much like wheat 
—right in with the good seed.” Susan 
thought of her own garden and of the 
ugly weeds that had almost ruined it. 

“When the wheat and the weeds grew 
up, the farmer’s slaves asked if they 
should gather the weeds. But the farmer 
said, ‘No, never, for while you are gath- 
ering the wild wheat plants you might 
root up the good ones with them. Let 
them both grow together until harvest 
time, and at the harvest time I will 
order the reapers, “Gather first the wild 
wheat plants and tie them into bundles 
to be burned up, but get the wheat into 
my barn”’ (Williams’ Translation). 

“Later the disciples asked the Lord 
Jesus to tell them the meaning of that 
story. He explained that the One who 
sows the good seed in the story He told 
is really He, Himself, and He sows it in 
the field, which is the world. The seed 
that He sows is the Word of God (Luke 
8:11), and those who believe in Him, 
He said, are good seed. The weeds are 
the followers of Satan, and the enemy 
that sows the weeds is Satan. Those who 
come to reap the harvest are the angels, 
Just as the farmer told his slaves that 
they should gather the weeds and burn 
them, so the Lord Jesus said that all of 
those who do not believe on Him will 
some day be gathered and cast into the 
furnace of torturing punishment.” Susan’s 
eyes were filled with tears. 

Miss Birch quickly added, “Isn't it 
wonderful to know, boys and girls, that 
those of us who believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ will not have to be punished 
for our sins? He has already taken our 
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punishment. Now He is preparing a 
beautiful home in Heaven for us, and 
some day He will send His angels to 
take us to that home.” 

“But, Miss Birch,” Susan spoke up, 
“my mother and daddy have never asked 
the Lord Jesus to come into their hearts, 
And I want them to go to Heaven, too.” 

“Well, honey, as soon as you get home 
today you ask Mother and Daddy to let 
the Lord forgive their sins. If 
they believe that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is God’s Son, that He died for their sins, 
and will ask Him to come into their 
hearts, then they, too, will be good seed 
and will some day be in Heaven with 
you. Will you ask them to do that, 
Susan?” 

Susan said she would. Susan did tell 
her parents what Miss Birch—and the 
Bible—had said. And Susan’s mother 
and daddy believed on the Lord Jesus, 
so they will go, some day, to live forever 
in Heaven, 


Jesus 


LANCASTER, PA, 


ye 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 992) 

1. Five 
2. Eight; 
four in the 


(see Approach). 


four spoken by the sea and 
house, 


3. (1) By the sea, to the disciples, but 
in the hearing of the multitude; (2) in 
the house, to the disciples alone. 


4. Conflict—not quite so observable in 
the parables of the Treasure and of the 
Pearl, but still present. 


5. (1) Enlightenment; (2) confusion, 


6. In the Parable of the Sower, the 
seed is the Word; in the Parable of the 
Tares, the seed is people—the people of 
God and the people of the Devil. 


, 


7. (1) They were so alike as to be in- 
distinguishable (2) the separation would 
endanger the good wheat. 

8. The Parable of the Dragnet, 

9. To counterfeit and corrupt. 

10. The offering of thanksgiving (Lev. 
7:13) and the Pentecost meal offering 
(Lev, 23:15-17). Our offering of thanks- 
giving is never absolutely pure; the 
Penteccst offering looked forward to the 
church, with its impurities, 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Every Word 
in the Bible 


By James Strong 


Accurate, simple to use, listing every 

word in every passage in which 

it occurs—here is the complete 
concordance of the common English 

Bible. 

Actually a biblical library of four 
complete books, Strong’s Concord- 
ance brings: 

The Main Concordance, listing al- 
phabetically every word in the 
Bible 

The Comparative Concordance, 
listing significant words translated 
differently in certain English and 
American versions 

Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
of the Old Testament 

Greek Dictionary of the New 
Testament 

With only one key word, by using 

Strong’s Concordance you can quick- 

ly and easily locate the particular 

Bible passage you are seeking. A life- 

time book for lifetime use—the 

scholar’s treasure and the layman’s 
guide. 


1809 Pacrs * 
Regular Edition. .......$11.50 
Thumb Indexed. .......$12.75 


At Your Bookstore 
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MAIL TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG 
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Spread the Lord’s word everywhere. 
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SEND NO MONEY 233: 22" 
address. We shi 
you ferent. richly decorated motto pieces on trust. When sold sen 
us $6. Keep balance for yourse!f. Write now and we'll include two ex- 
tra mottos, worth 70c for promptness. Total profit per set $3.10. Write 
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NOW! Bible Prophecy Unfolds in Today's 


SBAKE-UP ; 


“HEADLINES” 


By Edward Cuyler Kurtz 

Is the Antichrist taking form? The Bible foresees a man-made 
‘One World’— a despotic tyranny which brands every human 
with its godless mark. “Upon the earth distress of nations” 

. and no way out. Sudden fear is clutching at many hearts. 
The Lord has given that “blessed hope,” and HEADLINES 
shows how “the signs of the times” point to its fulfillment. Here 
is guidance and comfort for the Christian and a clear way 
out for the unsaved; for EVERYONE a gripping experience— 
don’t miss it! 
Gold stamped cloth binding, attractive dust jacket, 288 pun- 
gent revealing pages, soundly Scriptural, only $3.00. 


Order today from your bookseller or direct 


Cleveland 1, Ohio 


Publishers and Distributors 
of Christian Literature 
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By Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M.A. 


A Book to Own, Enjoy and Give 


appreciate its research and authenticity. 


NEW EDITION—NEW ART BINDING 


and other great writers. 


and many others. 


Order your copy and a gift supply from your Dealer today or 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 


Publishers of THE BOOK OF LIFE 


Dept. SS CHICAGO 5, ILL. 





400. Years of Inspired Hymn Writing 


Children love its dramatic life stories. Busy grown folks get enjoyment 
from even a few minutes reading its vivid, brief chapters. Scholars 


Hymns by Luther, Wesley, Stebbins, Bliss, Fanny Crosby, Isaac Watts 


Gives the inspiration and human drama behind such favorites as 
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”, “Old Rugged Cross”, “Jesus Loves Me” 


Beautifully printed and illustrated, only $1.25. (Mailing charge 10c). 








torious Christian life. 
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Mrs. C By the same author —STREAMS IN THE DESERT, fa- 
—— mous companion book of Daily Devotional Readings. $2.25 

S65 daily oovteal sevieei MOUNTAIN TRAILWAYS FOR YOUTH, a daily de- 
power, fruit of along, vic- votional book for young Christians. ~ . 2.00 


Order today from your Christian bookstore 


TRAVELING TOWARD SUNRISE 


This veteran missionary and world traveler now gives her 
devoted public a true companion to her earlier masterpiece. 
Streams in the Desert. Traveling Toward Sunrise, newest 
and best of her contributions to the devotional field, contains 
a year of daily meditations which impart spiritual strength, 
serenity and nobleness of purpose. Let your life be Spirit- 
filled with the aid of this daily manna of God’s love and 
$2.50 


Los Angeles 27, Calif. 
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The Significance of Small Things 
in Archaeology 
(Continued from page 990) 


hemiah, which holds that, nct only Ne- 
hemiah, but also Ezra and Chronicles 
were all written by the same man, who 
is ordinarily referred to in critical writ- 
ings as “the Chronicler” and is dated 
about 250 B.C.! 

Significant light on the drachma was 
unearthed when the site of Beth-zur, 
several miles south of Jerusalem, was 
excavated in 1931.2 The excavators 
found in the Persian level (c. 530-330 
B.C.) six drachma coins, which shcwed 
that the drachma was known in Pales- 
tine in the Persian period, and that 
Nehemiah could have mentioned it about 
450 B.C. without being “ahead of him- 
self.” This confirmation has been ef- 
fectively pointed out by W. F. Albright, 
who states that the critical arguments 
for the late date of the “Chronicler” 
have been disproved by such discoveries 
as the archaeological evidence of the use 
of the drachma standard in Palestine 
during the period 450-330 B.C.3 

Since small objects often have great 
significance, the archaeologist carefully 
watches for the small as well as the 
larger objects when excavating. In cur 
projected excavation 4 of the site of an- 
cient Dothan in Palestine, we know that, 
on the basis of other Palestinian excava- 
tions, we shall find many oljects and 
that they will all enable us to recon- 
struct a better picture cf Biblical times, 
and without doubt will clarify specific 
Biblical passages as well. 

Our excavation of Dothan is not sub- 
sidized, but is dependent on the interest 
and gifts of Christian people. Contri- 
butions for the excavation may be sent 
to Dr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., Editcr of 
THe SuNnpDAY ScHoot Times, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, or to Dr. Joseph 
P. Free, Department of Archaeology, 
Wheaton, Ill. Checks may be made out 
to “Wheaton Archaeology Fund.” 


1R. H. Pfeiffer, ‘Introduction to the Old 
Testament,” 1941. pp. 812, 813, 830 (Harper & 
Bros., New York 16). 

20. R. Sellers, “The Citadel of Beth-zur,” 
1933 (Westminster Press, Philadelphia 7). 

3W. F. Albright, review of Pfeiffer, in 
“Journal of Biblical Literature,”” 1942, p. 126; 
cf. J. P. Free, “Archaeology and Bible His- 
tory,”” 1950, pp. 252, 253 (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, III). 

‘Before the excavation begins in April, 1953, 
we are taking a travel group to the Holy 
Land, sailing February 18, 1753, from New 
York. The trip is open to Christians of all 
ages throughout the country, and provides an 
excellent opportunity to visit the Holy Land. 
For descriptive bulletin, write Dr. J. P. Free, 
director, Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill. 


WHEaTOoN, ILL. 


All that I am I owe to Jesus Christ, 
revealed to me in His divine Book.— 
David Livingstone. 
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Lesson for December / 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 7 


3. How Jesus Utilized Prayer 
(Mark 6:46; 14:32; Luke 23:34a) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ITHOUT being facetious, one might 
almost answer the implied ques- 

tion in this week’s topic with another 
question, “How do you utilize your 
breath?” for prayer has well been com- 
pared to a person’s breathing. Physical 
life cannot long endure if breathing stops. 
And the spiritual life grows strong or 
becomes stagnant in direct proportion 
to the believer’s use or neglect of prayer, 

The Lord Jesus is our perfect example 
of a normal prayer life. In a sense He 
did not utilize prayer, He lived it. Dur- 
ing His sojourn here in human form He 
lived constantly in the presence of His 
Father, so that He could turn to Him in 
prayer just as naturally, and even more 
so, than you or I would turn to a con- 
stant companion for help, inspiration, 
counsel, and direction. There was never 
a moment or a circumstance when He 
did not count upon the Father’s presence 
and love. Notice just a few of the occa- 
sions when the Lord Jesus turned to His 
Father in prayer: 

When about to be baptized and begin 
His earthly ministry (Luke 3:21). 

Before the temptation in the wilder- 
ness, for the fasting was undoubtedly 
accompanied by prayer (Matt, 4:2). 

When choosing the twelve disciples 
(Luke 6:12, 13). 


When about to be transfigured (Luke 
9:29). 
When He performed miracles (Matt 


14:19; John 11:41). 

After miracles had been performed 
(Matt. 14:23; Mark 6:46; Mark 1:32-35). 

In times of acclamation and when the 
people wanted to make Him king ‘(Luke 
5:15, 16; John 6:15). 

When persecuted (Luke 6:11, 12). 

When about to leave His disciples just 
before the Crucifixion (John 17). 

When about to be tempted in the gar- 
den (Matt. 26:36, 39, 42. 44: Mark 14:32- 
35; Luke 22: 41-44), 


When suffering on the cross (Matt. 
27:46). 
At the point of death (Luke 23:46). 


se 

Now, of course, there is a sense in 
which the Lord Jesus’ relation to His 
Father was unique. There was a unity 
in the Godhead, even throughout the 
entire earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus, 
such as we cannot experience. Never- 
theless there is also a oneness with the 
Father that may be ours. You will re- 
member that the Lord Jesus prayed not 
only for His little group of disciples 
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but also for them “which shall believe 
on me through their word.” He prayed 
“that they all may be one: as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us” (John 17: 
20, 21). We may learn to practice the 
presence of God in such a way that we, 
too, will be always conscious of His near- 
ness and help, and we may learn to turn 
to Him for direction, guidance, and help 


in every circumstance of life. This is 
the normal Christian life Anything 


short of that is abnormal, 


It will be profitable, therefore, for us 
to notice carefully the simple conditions 
laid down in God’s Word for an effective 
prayer life. 

1. Prayer must be offered to the Father 
in the name of the Son, and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18). Unbe- 
lievers have no basis for claiming any 
answer to prayer, for God is not their 
Father in a spiritual sense, and they can- 
not pray in the name of the Son in 
whom they have not believed, nor can 
they claim the power of the Holy Spirit, 
which comes only through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

2. Praver must come from a cleansed 
heart. “If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). 
This does not mean that we must be 
perfect. If it did, none of us could ever 
hope to have prayers answered in this 
life; but it does mean that there must 
be no unconfessed sin between ourselves 
and the Father. 

3. We must be obedient. “And what- 
soever we ask, we receive of him, be- 
cause we keep his commandments, and 
do those things that are pleasing in his 
sight” (1 John 3:22). We know from 
our human relationships that disobedient 
children cannot hope to have their re- 
quests answered in the same way that 
obedient children may expect, 

4. We must be abiding believers. “If 
ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). 

5. We must be fruitbearing Christians. 
“That ye should go and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain: that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father 
in my name, he may give it you” (John 
15:16). 

6. We must be believing followers, be- 
lieving that God will answer 
quests (Matt, 21:22; Mark 11:24). 

7. We must ask according to 
will. Notice how many times the Lord 
Jesus brought this element of prayer 
into the relationship between Himself 
and the Father. If we are living close 
to God He will, through the Holy Spirit, 
make us aware of the things that we 
should ask for and will help us in our 
praying (Rom, 8:26). And when we ask 
according to His will we have His prom- 
ise of the answer, “And this is the con- 
fidence that we have in him, that, if we 
ask any thing according to his will, he 


our re- 


God's 
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Good Reading for Boys and Girls 
10,000 Minutes at Sugar Creek $1.00 
by Paul Hutchens. Latest and most 
amusing of the Sugar Créek Gang Series. 
Tiny Thoughts About God 75 cents 
by Ruth McNaughton. A splendid book 
for pre-school children. 

Billy Listens 35 cents 
by Mildred Morningstar. A completely 
new idea in a book for pre-school children. 


Adult Fiction with a Christian Message 
Wine of Morning $2.50 


by Bob Jones, Jr. A gripping novel from 
the time of Christ. 

Jade Elephant $2.00 
by Elise Fraser. A mystery involving a 
valuable oriental trinket. 

Beggar's King $2.50 
by Howard C. Emmons. A gripping story 
of faith and romance during the first 
century. 


More Suggestions for Year-Round 
Reading Pleasure 


Gleanings from the Word $2.00 
by Keith L. Brooks. Many choice pas- 
sages of Scripture to present some great 
truth of daily importance. 
The Bible Has the Answer $2.00 
by Dale Crowley. Basically a quiz book, 
but can be used for study as well. Quizzes 
for all ages, stations in life, events and 
conditions. 
Revival in Our Time $2.00 
The remarkable inauguration and devel- 
opment of the now internationally known 
Billy Graham evangelistic crusade. 
Gentlemen: 
Please send items as indicated above. 
Payment enclosed $. 


Send C.0.D. $ 
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MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
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THE BIBLE WHEN YOU WANT IT 





You get happiness and comfort 
with this pocket and purse size 
hook—-THE BIBLE WHEN YOU 
WANT IT. Just fiip thumb index 
to topic for Scripture help you 
need — TIRED, SICK, LONE 
LY, TEMPTED, SORROW- 
ING, FRIGHTENED, ETC 
Over 200 Bible readings at 
a glance for every need! 
Bound in strong cloth 
Thousands sold. Cher- 
ished by men in uni- 
form, students, fami- 
lies. Buy now to give 
—get extra copy for 
your home. 


Money-back guorontee. MAIL $1.00 TODAY 
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heareth us: and if we know that he hear 
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desired of 
him” (1 John 5:14, 15). 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Among the Many Books for 
Winter Reading 


(Continued from page 989) 


flower, makes this volume as unusual as 
it is helpful. Pastors and teachers and 
youth counselors will want to put this 
book into the hands of their young peo- 
ple, and Christian parents will do well to 
have a copy in the home. 


Light from the Cross. By Friedrich Au- 
gust Tholuck, (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$3.50.) A shining light, surrounded by 
rationalism’s dark shadows, Tholuck 
maintained and furthered the Gospel 
message among the university students 
at Halle. These sermons, delivered 
in university chapel, show why he 
was so successful. Twenty-two ser- 
mons are included and form a valuable 
course in devotional reading. The reader 
is confronted by God—His justice and 
love—and is made to feel a responsi- 
bility not lightly to be set aside. As 
sermons on the coming and death of 
Christ, the chapters are a study of 
Christ’s deity and humanity, His sacri- 
ficial death, and triumph over sin. The 
author excels in character analysis. His 
studies of Mary, Peter, Thomas, the peni- 
tent thief, and others are rich and re- 
warding, 

Men Spake from God. By H. L. Elli- 
son. (The Paternoster Press, London, 
E. C. 4: 10/6d net.) The author is tutor 
for Old Testament studies in the London 
Bible College. He writes in this volume 
introductory analyses of the books of the 
major and minor prophets. The times 
in which the prophets lived and the 
people to whom they spoke, as well as 
the structure and the leading themes of 
their books, are studied. The outlines 
showing the structure of each book are 
good and may prove to be helpful to 
many. The author’s hope for the reader 
that his book “will bring you nearer to 
Him of whom all the prophets spoke, 
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., and that the ways and will of God 
will become more clear to you,” is cer- 
tainly commendable. But, it is to be 
doubted whether that hope will be ful- 
filled, for Mr, Ellison makes frequent 
reference to Modernist views on such 
points as the authorship and date of a 
book, and the meanings of disputed pas- 
sages, sometimes in such a way as to 
leave the reader puzzled and more 
aware of problems than of God. A curi- 
ous mixture of Liberal terminology and 
eccnclusions, and conservative evalua- 
tions and convictions, this work will 
hardly bring much satisfaction to any- 
one of Fundamentalist persuasion. 


Gospel Chalk Talks. By E. H. Smith. 
(Sacramento Bible House Press, 2516 J 
St.. Sacramento 16. Calif., $1.) Here are 
twenty-five blackboard lessons in fifty 
pages. On facing pages are found com- 
plete instructions for the lessons, includ- 
ing Scripture reading, points to bring out 
in the lesson, and a closing hymn; and 
a simple, clear drawing, which teachers 
may easily copy. Any teacher of young 
children knows that one big problem is 
to hold their attention, and this little 
book will be a valuable aid toward that 
end. is 

A Sunday school teacher or Child 
Evangelism worker will find here, in 
each lesson, just what is needed to oc- 
cupy twenty to thirty minutes in giving 
a message to children. There are les- 
sons on Bible doctrines, such as redemp- 
tion, surrender, the Passover, the Resur- 
rection: several for special occasions; 
and many on familiar Bible passages. 
Accompanied with the drawings, these 
lessons are useful not only before a large 
group of children, but may be used in a 
class if the sketches are done with black 
crayon on white paper. 


If We Believe. By Frank Houghton, 
B.D, (Inter-Varsity Fellowship, Londcn; 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 1444 
N. Astor, Chicago 10; $1.50.) Bishop 
Houghton, formerly general director of 
the China Inland Mission, opens his re- 
freshing study of faith by an imaginary 
conversation between Gabriel and a 
younger angel. The burden of their 
talk is the sad fact that so many Chris- 
tians give forth so little light, and that 
you can hardly tell them from people 
of the world. “Yes,” said Gabriel, “even 
the most experienced of us are some- 
times baffled. Every heir of salvation 
does in fact carry a lighted lamp. The 
Holy Spirit lit it Himself. But some- 
times it burns so dimly, or it is so ob- 
scured, that it is scarcely luminous at 
all. It is meant to be both a light on a 
Christian’s own path, and a beacon to 
all who are engulfed in the dense dark- 
ness around.” In the other eighteen 
brief chapters of this little book, the 
author explains why it is we are not 
spiritually healthy, and what will hap- 
pen if we really believe God. 

The new birth comes through believ- 
ing the facts concerning Christ’s death 
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and resurrection. In the chapter called 
“Interlude” the writer dreams that he 
overheard two critics of his bcok, and 
is forced to search his own heart. He 
defines salvation by faith, explains that 
we are to look away to Christ as the 
object of faith and the secret of victory. 
His studies cn overcoming fear and en- 
tering into rest are particularly helpful. 
Through the Holy Spirit, the believer 
is enabled to look continually to Christ 
to satisfy all his thirst; and the presence 
and fullness of the Spirit is the secret 
of that mysterious promise of Christ's, 
“He that believeth on me, the wcerks 
that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do.” Seven 
of Bishop Houghton’s poems are ap- 
pended, and these emphasize the whole 
message of the book. 

Here is a small bcok, recently written 
by a widely known missionary leader, 
which opens up the treasures of the life 
in Christ, 


The Mennonite Church in the Second 
World War. By Guy F. Herschbereer. 
(Mennonite Pub, House, Scottdale, Pa., 
$3.50.) Although the Mennonites have 
various divisions in their conferences, 
they have shown a remarkable solidar- 
ity, especially in their testimony to “Bib- 
lical nonresistance” during the past 
dozen years of war and reconstruction. 
Dr. Herschberger is well known as an 
author of books and articles relating to 
peace and war and the early history of 
Pennsylvania. He has breught to this 
volume an unusual amount of historical 
data relating to his own church and its 
contribution to the modern peace testi- 
mony. The Mennonites have learned to 
distinguish clearly between “various 
types of pacifism,” and their definitely 
spiritual testimony to “Biblical nonre- 
sistance,” a more commendable and con- 
sistent testimony. There are twenty 
chapters in the book of about three hun- 
dred pages, and the history of the Civil- 
ian Public Service (C.P.S.), as carried 
on by the conscientious objectors of va- 
rious historic churches with peace prin- 
ciples, is exhaustively treated. The vari- 
ous types of projects, hospitals, forestry, 
soil conservation in the U.S. A. and in va- 
rious foreign countries is described in de- 
tail. It would seem that the ccnscientious 
objectors of the Mennonites gained much 
during the war years in depth of con- 
viction and loyalty to their churches, while 
many of the other peace churches seemed 
to lose ground because there was less 
spiritual depth to their convictions, This 
is a happier side of the history of World 
War II which should not be overlooked. 


Worship Programs for the Small Sun- 
day School. By Gertrude Little. (The 
Warner Press, Anderson, Ind., $1.) There 
are many good and thought-provoking 
Suggestions here for the worker in the 
Sunday school, large or small. The in- 
troduction is particularly constructive, 
and the book contains enough material 
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to provide abundant help, though it is 
doubtful if many busy workers will at- 
tempt the rather elaborate programs in 


their entirety. Also there is an unfor- 
tunate tendency to humanize the charac- 
ter and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Foundations for Freedom. By W. Earle 
Smith. ‘(Judson Press, Philadelphia 3; 
$1.50.) The fight for freedom that has 
been fought for centuries with varying 
degrees of intensity in different parts 
cf the world has been shared in to a 





1003 


19) 
THE SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE 


The 37th 
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series of the International 
Sunday School Lessons 
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Sunday, suggestions for special 
days, and extra features. Semi 
flexible binding, 92 pages, 
2% x 5% inches. 
Regularly priced at 50 cents. Write 
Sunday-Schoo! Union 
1816 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 


giving. 


Why not make use of them as God directs? 




















Derfect for Christmas Giving 


The Brand-New Anniversary Edition of 
America’s Best-Selling Bible Storybook Thai 
Has Sold Over 3,000,000 Copies! 


HURLBUT’S 
Story of the Bible 


@ With over 200 illustrations in color 


@ 32 full-colorreproductions of 3-dimensional 


tableaux by Domenico Mastroianni 


®@ 16 full-color paintings by 
Robert Leinweber 


@ 160 2-color drawings by Steele Savage 


IT a magnificent new format—with three- 
dimensional pictures that no other Bible 
storybook offers—the Anniversary Edition of 
this beloved classic brings the greatest story 
of all time to life with impressive new power. 
The entire Bible narrative is told in 
reading 
convenience. There are 32 full-color repro- 


fascinating stories—arranged for 
ductions of three-dimensional tab- 
leaux by Domenico Mastroianni; 
160 cwo-color illustrations by Steele 
Savage and 16 religious paintings 
by Robert Leinweber reproduced 
in four colors. Ideal for home read- 
ing; invaluable to parents, teachers, 
clergymen. $4.95 
‘Of interest to all Bible lovers’’ 
The Sunday School Times 
Over 200 illustrations 
in color. At left: the 
Miracle of the Draught 


od of Fishes as drawn 
ita’ by Steele Savage. 






At your bookstore 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO. in Philadelphia 
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ABOVE: In black and 
white—one of the 32 
three-dimensional col- 
or reproductions by 
DomenicoMastroianni. 
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| Outstanding 

















books of inspiration and guidance 
HOLINESS 


Its Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties and Roots 
by J. C. RYLE 


Classic and authoritative in its field, this book is an intelligent, 
scholarly, consecrated study, pre-eminently Scriptural and 
expository. Always starting with the Word and expounding it, 
Dr. Ryle produces that ‘‘hunger and thirst after righteousness”’ 
which is the only dispensable condition to being ‘‘filled."" The 
classic on holiness—by one of the great Biblical scholars of all 
times! ; ‘ ° ‘ , ° ; $4.50 


AND BE YE SAVED 
by C. GORDON BAYLESS 


A book filled with messages of Christian cheer. It begins with 
the three crosses of Calvary, and ends with a ‘‘broadcast’’ from 
the lonely knob outside Jerusalem where man's salvation flow- 
ered from tragedy. ‘lhe author reminds us that there are none 
so sinful that the hope of redemption is denied them. A work 
of faith, hope and inspiration! . . ° $2.00 


HEARTS AFIRE 


Light on Successful Soul Winning 
by VANCE HAVNER 


In these times of evil-ridden entertainments, when true believers 
hear too few hallelujahs from Gospel tents and churches, Vance 
Havner shouts his challenge to present-day paganism. Al! those 
who read these chapters will be inspired to help stir up the 
dying embers of faith with the bellows of the Gospel and relight 
the fires that warmed the hearts of the early Christians! $2.00 


THE TREASURY OF ANDREW MURRAY 
Introduction by RALPH G. TURNBULL 


Selections from the works of the great evangelical preacher and 
author whose influence still pervades evangelical thought on 
three continents. A mystic, a flaming zealot, Andrew Murray 
realized the Christian life in himself. In these writings he shares 
the flower and fruit of such a life—a rich heritage! . . $2.50 


THIS WAS HIS FAITH 


The Expository Letters of G. CAMPBELL MORGAN 
Compiled and edited by JILL MORGAN 


The ‘Prince of Bible Expositors’’ lives again in these personal 
letters — letters that run the gamut of the art of which he was a 
master. ‘Ihey contain the sound, long-considered reflections of 
the profound mind that made Dr. Morgan one of the greatest 
modern expositors of the Bible. Collected and edited by his 
daughter-in-law, these letters show what was in his heart and 
mind when he made his gift @ gift to the world. ‘ ‘ $3.50 


? 
TORREY’S GIST OF THE LESSON — 1953 
Edited by JOHN W. BRADBURY 
This is the compact, inexpensive commentary on the Inter. 
national I.essons. Founded.on the staunch faith as given by 
Dr. Torrey, Gist has remained the leader in its field. Now 
edited by John W. Bradbury, an outstanding Bible scholar, its 
fine tradition is continued. 75 cents 


At your bookstore 


Fleming H. Revell Company Westwood, N. J. 


























November 22, 1952 


large extent by the people called Bap- 
tists. This volume presents a considera. 
tion of the Baptist heritage and the con- 
tribution that Baptists have made and 
may yet make to American life. The 
author summarizes Baptist history and 
polity, evaluates past performances and 
present status, and hopefully sets a 
course for future accomplishments. One 
weakness is apparent in these pages 
which is common to many of cur 
denominationally minded leaders: Dr. 
Smith can appreciate and admire the 
defenders of the faith who, long ago, 
helped to lay the foundations of free- 
dom by a strict adherence to Scriptural 
precept, even to the point of division 
and separation, but he considers the 
same type of man among his (the 
author’s) contemporaries to be objection- 
ably narrow and divisive. At least, he 
seems to prefer that all men be ecumen- 
ically minded, World Council devotees. 
He calls us to co-operation and unity 
rather than to an earnest contending 
for the faith. The reader will, there- 
fcre, need to keep in mind that today, 
as of old, it takes fighters for freedom 
to lay and maintain freedom’s founda- 
tions, 


Broken Bread. By the Rev. Evan H. 
Hopkins, (Samuel Bagster & Sons, Ltd., 
80 Wigmore St., Lndon W. 1, England, 
seven shillings sixpence. May also be 
obtained from the Times Book Service, 
1800 Arch St., Philadelphia 3, as follows: 
morning and evening readings, $1.50: 
morning readings only, $1; evening read- 
ings only, $1.) Those who are familiar 
with “Daily Light on the Daily Path” 
will be glad to know of this fine little 
volume. “Daily Light” contains read- 
ings, in the words of Scripture only, 
for the morning and evening. At the 
head of each page is a text, to which 
the texts that follow are related. This 
collection of Scripture passages was 
compiled in the last century by Samuel 
Bagster, and has been of untold bless- 
ing to Christians around the world ever 
since. 

“Broken Bread” contains exceptionally 
fine, devotional comments on the lead- 
ing morning and evening texts of “Daily 
Light” by Evan H, Hopkins, who was 
for forty years one of the leaders of the 
great Keswick Convention in England. 
(The Times has just concluded the re- 
printing of four chapters from Mr. Hop- 
kins’ book, “The Law of Liberty in the 
Spiritual Life,” and has now issued a 
new, American edition of the book.!) 
There are two sections in the small vol- 
ume which is the subject of this review, 
the first half containing morning read- 
ings, and the second half, the evening 
readings. This is therefore a companion 
volume to “Daily Light.” 

Mr, Hopkins was a minister of the 
Church of England, deeply taught in the 
Word and the life of faith, and well 


'The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5; $1.50. 
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known not only for his gift of teaching, 
but also as one whose life gave forth 
the fragrance of Christ. There is a depth 
and richness in his comments which is 
seldom found in modern writing, and in 
five minutes of reading “Daily Light” 
and “Broken Bread” one can get much 
refreshment for his own soul, and will 
often find just the message needed for 
the day or the night. These two little 
volumes should be part of every Chris- 
tian worker’s equipment, 


Handbook of Christian Etiquette. By 
Mrs. W. B. Riley, B.A. (Order from the 
author, 50 Willow St., Minneapolis 3; 
$1.85.) It was at the insistence of her 
well-known husband, Dr. W. B. Riley, 
founder and director of the Northwestern 
Schools, that Mrs. Riley prepared the 
first edition of this practical and well- 
written handbock, which was first pub- 
lished in 1945. This is the ninth edition, 
which is considerably enlarged. It meets 
an urgent need among Christian people, 
particularly young people in Bible school 
and college. 

Mrs. Riley’s literary style reflects her 
experience as a teacher of English and 
French, and for twenty-two years as co- 
worker with Dr. Riley in the Northwest- 
ern Schools. The handbook comprises 
annual lectures to the students. It is 
written in a thoroughly interesting way, 
with many illustrations and anecdotes, 
and pleasant touches of humor. There 
are photographs and diagrams to illus- 
trate correct and incorrect behavior at 
the table, how tables should be set, how 
carving should be done, and to give ex- 
plicit directions for the arrangement of 
the wedding party in church weddings. 
There are most helpful chapters on in- 
trcductions, what to do in meeting peo- 
ple on the street and in public, courtesy 
in driving: the etiquette of making 
and receiving calls; on showers and 
afternoon teas, and weddings. There is 
a wealth of sound counsel and sanctified 
common sense in Mrs. Riley’s exception- 
ally fine chapters cn conversation, per- 
sonality and charm, engagements, and 
the new home. 

Unfortunately, in many Christian cir- 
cles today children and young people, 
and even older folks, are sadly lacking 
in the knowledge and practice of prin- 
ciples of respect, courtesy, and propriety. 
Mrs, Riley’s handbook will do much to 
correct faults in this important part of 
life. It should be read and studied in 
every Christian home, in every Chris- 
tian high school, college, Bible institute, 
and seminary throughout the country, 


Idea Book for the Sunday School. By 
Richard J, Mullin. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $1.50.) With ideas for the class, 
for the superintendent, for the worship 
program, for added features, for increas- 
ing attendance, and for the Primary-Be- 
ginner department, this 62-page collec- 
tion of helpful hints can be very valu- 
able to teachers and young people's 
workers in the Sunday school and 
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church. The material is offered with an 
average Sunday school in mind—one of 
three departments and an approximate 


enrollment of 100. The “Idea Book” is 
intended to be most helpful as a source 
of suggestive methods, leaving much to 
the “ability of the officers and teachers 
to adapt the material to the specific 
need.” and can be readily used in any 
sized school, or in separate departments, 
In the center of the book there are eight 
additional pages of cutouts, printed on 
colcred construction paper, to be used in 
connection with the outline Bible les- 
sons given in Chapter 1, the thought be- 
ing that a study of God’s Word need not 
be dry and uninteresting to children. 
The book measures 8% by 11 inches. 


The Song of Solomon. By Ella Arjen- 
nette Rust, Th.D., Litt.D, (May be had 
from Dr. Ernest W. Porter, 811 13th St., 
Worthington, Minn., $1.75.) Readers who 
are puzzled by the “Song of Solomon” in 
their Bibles will appreciate the help to 
be had from this exposition. Interpret- 
ing allegorically, Dr. Rust supplies many 
enlightening thoughts in a _ verse-by- 
verse treatment of this book of love and 
its theme of love. She uses with care- 
ful discernment many Scripture refer- 
ences to clarify the meaning of a much 
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LENDING LIBRARY 


Christian books loaned by mail. Write for information 
and sample copy of the Christian Reader's Review 


CHRISTIAN READER’S LIBRARY Veedersburg, Ind. 








Christmas Program Helps 


For the Sunday school, young people’s depart- 
ment and children’s work, See your religious 
bookstore or write for Free Catalog today. 


Nn A Rese 220 East Willow 


Wheaton iinels 
A UNIQUE CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
J. E. RUSSELL’S 
1953 
CARTOON CALENDAR IN COLORS 


10 in. x 15 in. 


Featuring 12 of Mr. Russell's devotional cartoons 
one for each month of the New Year 








Between the cartoon and the calendar there is suffi- 
cient space for the name of your church or organiza- 
tion, or any message you desire 1is can be done 
by your local printer 

AN APPROPRIATE CHRISTMAS GIFT for the pastor 
to mail to his people, Sunday school teachers send 
to their pupils, or the individual gift to friends 
While the supply lasts, single calendars or reasonable 
quantities sent free to any address Supported by 
voluntary offerings. Address 


J. E. RUSSELL, 945 Burton Avenue, Cincinnati 29, Ohio 








THROUGH THE BIBLE 
DAY BY DAY 
With Expositions by F. B. Meyer 


A devotional commentary that encourages 
daily Bible reading and study. A splendid 
item for personal use or gift purposes. 





Genesis to Joshua, 218 pages. 


Vol. L 

Vol. II. Judges to 2 Chronicles, 249 pages. 
Vol. Ill. Job to Ecclesiastes, 201 pages. 

Vol. IV. Ezra to Malachi, 225 pages. 

Vol. V. The Gospels, 235 pages. 

Vol. VI. Acts to Ephesians, 190 pages. 

Vol. VII. Philippians to Revelation, 206 pages. 


This publication is designed to bring out clearly 
the spiritual truths and teachings of every portion 
of the Bible, and to give them a personal applieation 
to every reader or student. Uniformly bound in 


cloth; titles in gold on side and back. 90 cents per 
volume. Set of seven volumes, $6.00. Size 4'> x 64 
inches. 


au Enduring Gift 


Famous Hymns (= ~ 
With Stories and Fame JUS HYMNS 


. vITH STORIES «~ mCyuRES tf 
Pictures 


By Elizabeth H. Bonsall 


A fascinating combin- 

ation of 60 inspiring 
and well-loved hymns, 
60 stories of their origin 
and history and 60 as- 
sociated masterpieces of 
art 

Your favorite hymn & 
takes on new life and 
new meaning through this close association with 
a famous picture. Truly an unusual book 
that appeals instantly to everyone, young and 
old. Suitable for all times and seasons, and a 
choice volume for the home. 





Bound in attractive cloth, with four-color in- 
sert, ‘‘Holy Night’’ by Corregio, on cover and 
jacket. 136 pages, size 8 x 10% inches 

$1.50 a copy 


A Companion Volume 
FAMOUS BIBLE PICTURES 


By Elizabeth H. Bonsall 
Full-page size reproductions of fifty famous 
pictures by 42 of the world’s greatest artists. 
Questions and descriptions relate closely to 
each picture. A source book of information 
interesting to children. Beautifully printed 
and bound. 125 pages, 64 x 9% inches. 


$1.50 a copy 


Write 
American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street - Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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ALWAYS THE RIGHT GIFT— 


For Every Christian Reader 


For Every Christian Reader’s Bookshelf! ... 


THE DAWN OF WORLD REDEMPTION 
A Survey of the History of Salvation in the Old Testament 


THE TRIUMPH OF THE CRUCIFIED 
A Survey of the History of Salvation in the New Testament 
BY ERICH SAUER 


German, Dutch, Swedish, Norwegian, English, and now in 
American editions (soon into French and Spanish), these two 
books are a must for Christians everywhere. So important, 


SMITH. 


By Charlotte Yonge: Abridged by 
Marian M. Schoolland. This great 
English novel is one of the finest and 
noblest character stories ever written. It 
is a story that touches us all and will 
leave an indelible impression on the 
Christian reader as it has done on many 
in thepast. For “know thyself” thinking and happier living, be sure to get 
this great book. $3.00 
ROOT OUT OF DRY GROUND y, 1 
THIS, MY BROTHER | Now All at Only 
THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT ) $1.50 each! 

Argye Briggs’ heart-warming novels continue perennially as outstanding 


popular best-sellers. All three handsome books in one package would 
make a wonderful gift to anyone. 


THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD — $3.50 


FAITH AND SANCTIFICATION — $3.00 
Réfreshing reading, “great theology alive to contemporary trends,” these 
new studies by Prof. G. C. Berkouwer (Free University of Amsterdam) 
will be greatly appreciated by every serious reader and minister. 
CROWDED TO CHRIST 
L. -E. MAXWELL. “It is, I think, about the finest presentation of the 
Victorious Life, and the reasons why victory is lacking in so many lives, 
ut I have ever seen.”—J. H. Hunter. $3.00 
THE QUEST FOR SERENITY 


G. H..Morling. A choice study in Christian mysticism by ‘an outstanding 

réligious leader in Australia. “Bears remembering for a lifetime . . . nears 

being a classic-in-miniature.” $1.50 
3000 ILLUSTRATIONS FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


‘Walter B. Knight. This freshest collection of Christian anecdotes, illus- 

trations, and stories, subdivided into subject matter, is an ideal source book 
‘ f6r teachers, ministers, and speakers. $5.95 
1001, STORIES FOR CHILDREN AND CHILDREN’S WORKERS 


Alice M. Knight. This is the ideal volume for Sunday school teachers 
and all those whose work with children makes a collection of interesting, 
usable short stories and anecdotes a real boon. a 


The Finest Bible Story 
Books for Every Age 


THE CHILD’S STORY BIBLE 


Catherine F. Vos. Endorsed by 
national leaders as “the best summary 
of the Bible in story form anywhere 
available.” The complete Bible story, 





illustrations, 732 pages. 


Large print, all full-color pictures. 


All colored pictures throughout. 





255 Jefferson Avenue, S. E. 


MARIAN’S FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES 
Marian M. Schoolland. The first Bible story reader for the young 
child; 63 stories told in Gghet language, easy to read, easy to understand. 


so fresh and original, so suggestive, so usable . . . without the 
slightest exaggeration . . . every serious Bible student will want 
to possess them... . If you are going to buy only two books 


this season, let it be these volumes.” — DR. WILBUR M. 
Each Volume, $3.00 
THE HEIR OF REDCLYFFE 


A Great Christian Novel now in a new 
Popular Abridged Edition 





easily read unaided by boys and girls of 7 to 12 years oftage. Pull cols 


MARIAN’S BIG BOOK OF BIBLE STORIES 
Marian M. Schoolland. 226 consecutive Bible stories told in simply 
written, easy-to-understand language for children from 3 to 8 years, 


old. 
3.50 


Only $1.50 


Or¥er from your bookseller, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 
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misunderstood section of the Word of 
God. With intelligence and _ insight, 
she shows that here is the language of 
wedded love, not merely as between 
earthly, human lovers, but rather as be- 
tween Christ, the Heavenly Bridegroom, 
and His bride, the Church. The subject 
of the union of Christ and the believer, 
as symbolized by the marriage bond and 
relationship, is sanely, spiritually, and 
satisfyingly discussed. One can learn 
much from a book like this about the 
preciousness, each to the other, of the 
redeemed and the Redeemer, 


ue 
= 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 1 to 7 


Mon.—Matthew 13:1-9. 
The Spread of the Gospel. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A sower went 
forth to sow.” Our Lord Himself was 
the first sower of Gospel seed. It is His 
Gospel, and He was the first to bring 
us the good tidings of salvation. And 
no matter how or by whom the Gospel 
reaches sinners, it is He that worketh 
all in all. “He that soweth the good 
seed is the Son of man.” J. Hudson Tay- 
lor early learned that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the real worker in spreading 
the Gospel. “I am going into inland 
China to do a great work, and if you 
go along with Me, I will use you there” 
was the way the commission to go ap- 
peared to the founder of the China In- 
land Mission. The spread of the Gospel 
is still Christ’s work through consecrated 
personalities. Pray for poor China. 


Tues.—Matthew 13:10-17. Eyes That See. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed are 
your eyes, for they see.” Blessed, in- 
deed, is the person who can truly say, 
“He hath opened mine eyes.” “Neither 
knoweth any man the Father, save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will 
reveal him” (Matt. 11:27). If the Lord 
gives you sight, you, like the blind man 
in John 9, whose eyes the Lord opened, 
will have a testimony to give that none 
can gainsay: “Herein is a marvellous 
thing. .. . He hath opened mine eyes” 
(John 9:30). Pray for the Opening of 
blind eyes in your community, 


Wed.—Matthew 13:18-23. 
How To Receive the Gospel. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Heareth _. . un- 
derstandeth .. . beareth fruit.” Receiv- 
ing the Gospel implies doing as well as 
hearing. Unless the Word takes hold of 
heart, and governs behavior, it certainly 
has not been received into good and hon- 
est hearts. In these days when there 
are many who hear the Word of God 
and do not obey it, it behooves us to 
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postage. 
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try our hearts to see whether we are 
among them that “keep his command- 


ments.” Some Gospel seed still falls on 
roadways and rock piles and among 
thorns. Does it grow in your heart, and 


bring forth fruit unto Ged? Pray for 
the Christian movements working for 
the salvation of children in every land. 


Thurs.—Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. 
The Law of the Harvest. 
PRAYER SucceEsTIons: “Let both grow 
together until the harvest.” Seeds will 
surely grow when the conditions are 
right. As surely as seeds bring forth 
after their kind, thoughts will issue in 
expression. “Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matt. 
12:34). Everything we think and say 
and do comes under the law of harvest. 
“Be careful what you sow, for seeds will 
surely grow. The rain will fall, the 
sunshine flash, then will come harvest at 
last.” Pray that you may be much with 
God, so that you may have much of God 
with you, 
Fri. —Matthew 13:34, 35, 44-50. 
The Growth of the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SuGcGEsTIONS: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like...” Our Lord in infinite 
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wisdom brings from His own creation of 
this world likenesses of His Kingdom. 
“Earth is but a shadow of heaven; and 
things therein are, each to the other like, 
more than on earth is thought” (Milton). 
In these parables more of the size of 
God’s Kingdom on earth rather than its 
purity is presented for our consideration, 
Good and evil, like tares and wheat, 
birds of the air and tree, etc., are in- 
dicative of a mixed condition in its pres- 
ent expression. Pray for the National 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
Evanston, Ill. 


Sat.—Matthew 13:51-58. 
Prophet Without Honor. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A prophet .. . 
without honour . . , in his own country.” 
Home folks lightly esteem their own 
famcus sons. Our Lord was not hon- 
ored in His own land. But all nations 
shall call Him blessed. Expect little 
notice to be taken of you among your 
own home folks. And never seek it. 
Otherwise you will be bitterly disap- 
pointed. Paul said of the Corinthians, 
and he had founded that church, “The 
more abundantly I love you, the less I 
be loved” (2 Cor. 12:15). Be content 
to be unknown while well known. Pray 
for God’s greater blessing upon The 
Sunday School Times, its Editor, writers, 
and staff. 


Sun.—Psalm 119:33-40. 
The Grace of Understanding. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Give me under- 
standing.” “Ask God for wisdom, and 
then go and dig in the Scriptures for it.” 
You get permission to enter into the 
realm of perfect wisdom and knowledge 
and then make diligent search for it. 
God is pleased with such self-activity. 
Salvation is by grace, but a knowledge 
of the Scriptures is by gumption. Pray 
for steadiness of purpose in keeping a 
quiet time alone with God in worship, 

meditation, and prayer, 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


respond to Bible teaching with special glory 
to God. Free correspondence lessons sent. 
Prayer helpers urgently needed. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 


-——Christian Greeting Cards— 


Wholesale and Retail 

With Bible Text. Christmas, Birthday and All 

ccasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. In Bulk 
and Boxed Assortments. Good profit and prices 
reasonable. Ask for Catalog Price List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 

264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 




















When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs. 


BOOKS THAT 
HELP 


In such a time as this 


Sowers Gospel of John 
Looks familiar but is different. Simple helps for 
seekers. Used in Billy Graham meetings. 


$42 per 1000 7 cents each 


The Book of Daniel 

Exposition by W. C. Stevens. Used by many 

schools. World events invite a restudy of this 

prophecy. Recommended by Dr. James M. Gray 
224 pages cloth Price $2.00 


Bible Basis of Missions 


By R. H. Glover, M. D. A dynamic urge to en- 
ter missionary doors of service before they close 











forever 208 pages cloth Price $2.50 
Bibles Testaments Bible Study Books 
Greeting Cards Spanish Christian Literature 


Wholesale and Retail Mail Orders 


Bible and book sales together with prayerful co- 
operation of Christian friends make possible our 
free literature MINISTRY TO LATIN AMERICA AND 
JAPAN. Serving since 1901. 


THE BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 
$27 S$. Westmoreland Avenue Los Angeles 6, California 














The Little Jetts Youth Talks 


By Wade C. Smith 


These youth talks are designed as a challenge to 


young people. 


Character building is stressed, and 


the great truths of the Bible are revealed in story and 
illustrated form by the author who is world famous for 
the ‘‘Little Jetts” figures. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY PUBLISHERS 





READY DECEMBER 1 


Price $2.00 
At your bookseller 


BOSTON 16, MASS. 





A REWARD 
| for JERRY 





FRIAS. RES 


transform lives. 


your pastor. 





SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES 

Twenty-one of the most heart-moving, life-changing articles, stories, 
and sermons which have been published in 600 issues of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. You will weep with the pastor’s wife 
who wrote “A Thrilling Christmas on the Frontier”; you will read 
with bated breath “The Finnish Gold Story” by S. D. Gordon. 
You will find, as many others have found, that the touching ‘ ‘Pearls 
of Paradise,” by Clinton Howard, is worth more than the price of the 
book. Here is “The Most Interesting Story I Ever Heard” by Dr. 
Bob Jones. Here is the famous and assuring message by George A. 
Cutting, “Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment.” Pictures and _ bio- 
graphical sketches of many of the 18 authors make this 

book priceless. 352 pages, cloth binding, stamped in gold $3.00 


WHAT IT COSTS TO BE A GOOD CHRISTIAN 


This new book is the fruit of 30 years of the varied, fruitful ministry 
of Dr. John R. Rice, beloved editor of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, widely known evangelist and author. Here are seven burn- 
ing messages on all-out discipleship: “What It Costs To Be a Good 
Christian,” “Outside the Gate With Jesus,” “Leaving All for Jesus,” 
“Home, Sweet Home,” “What the Bible Is to the Christian,” 
“What the Christian Should Do With His Bible,” “David and 
Bath-sheba, or Sin and the Christian.” A a book of 


223 pages ; Z : ; ; ; $2. 25 
A REWARD FOR JERRY 


A delightful adventure story for young folks everywhere, by Grace 
R MacMullen. Your youngsters will see “Hurry” rescued from 
drowning by Mike Spann, the scoutmaster. They’ll see, as Hurry 
and Jerry saw, why it’s so important to trust Jesus. They’ll see 
Hurry and Jerry stuck up in a tree trying to overhear a my sterious 
conversation. They’ll wait breathlessly for the outcome of the 
photographic contest. They’ll see Pete try to run away from God, 
and find out what Jerry’s reward is. It’s truly a fascinating, re- 
freshing story you'll welcome for your children. 96 pam, 

profusely illustrated, sturdy hard-case binding. $1.25 


IMMANUEL—“God With Us!” 


A volume especially suitable for Christmas giving, on the profound 
theme of the Lord Jesus. Dr. John R. Rice has six chapters on: 
His coming announced, His incarnation, His atoning death, His 
glorious return, His coronation, and His invitation. Gripping 
teaching that will bless and warm the Christian tremen- 

deusly. 160 pages, scarlet binding, stamped in gold . $1.75 


Order from your bookseller or 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 


Wheaton, Illinois 


GIFTS 


%gwore You'll Be Completely Satisfied To Give 


* because they’re true to the Bible, trust- 
worthy, practical teaching, and they 


* because they’re about the fundamen- 
tals of Christian living, important for 
your friends and neighbors as well as 


because they’re attractive, with high 
quality, sturdy bindings, in lovely 
colors, really fine library editions. 


| Grawanues 





PRAYER—Asking and Receiving 


By Dr. Rice. The most popular book on prayer in America—and 
there is a reason why! Literally thousands of heart-hungry Chris- 
tians have found a whole new way of life because of this book. 
This is a Bible manual on how to pray. Full of Scriptures, heart- 
warming exposition, concrete examples of answered prayer. Cul- 
tivates a believing, expectant attitude in prayer. Amazing answers 
to prayer have followed the earnest reading and study of this se 


Twenty-one chapters on, “A Prayer Hearing God,” “Why Pra 
“Prayer Is As king, ” “The Answer to Prayer Is Receiving,” <a ll 
for Daily Bread,” “Asking Bread for Sinners,” “Praying for rHe aling,” 


“Praying for Anything and E verything You Want,” ‘ i raying in th 
Will of God,” “Definite Praying,” “Have F aith in God,” “Just Pray ” 
“Praying Through,” “Why Fast and Pray? “Big Pra iyers to an 
Almighty God,” “Does God Work Miracles Today?” “Hindrances 
to Prayer,” and “The Sin of Prayerlessness.” 140,000 copies in 
print. 328 large pages, royal blue cloth binding, stamped 


in gold k ‘ ” , $2.50 
WHAT NEW DOCTRINE Is THIS? 


By Dr. Bob Shuler. Twelve absorbing messages by the pastor of 
the large Trinity Methodist Church of Los Angeles. For pun- 
gency of language, for holy boldness, for spiritual insight, for heart- 
moving power, these are among the greatest messages 
published in this generation. 195 pages, sturdy 

binding, attractive jacket : , , . : . $2.00 


For Everyone on your Christmas Card List! 


THE ANGEL’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 





: 
Tire 

| Angal’s * Attractive 32-page booklet, with sparkling white 
| Sheéstmmos ‘ Crystallon cover, to delight your Christian 
| Message é friends, and bring the true meaning of the birth 
a4 of the Saviour to your unsaved loved ones. A 

i. simple, earnest message on salvation, and words 

go of sweet comfort and blessing for Christians. 


It costs little more than a Christmas card, and 
will give immeasurable blessing. 
7 for $2.00, 20 for $5.00 
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USE THIS CONVENIENT COUPON 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, LIl. Dept. SS 11 


Please send me the books marked below S cudbetes §..cccucnconwseas 








| ( ) Sword Book of Treasures, $3.00 . 
| ( ) What It Costs To Be a Good Christian, $2.25 FREE! 
( ) A Reward for Jerry, $1.25 Check here [] 
| ( ) Immanuel —“God With Us!” $1.75 for rr ta 72 page 
a —— Sword of the Lord cat- 
( ) Prayer, $2.50 alog, hundreds of 
( ) What New Doctrine Is This? $2.00 classic Christian books, 
( ) Angel’s Christmas Message, Bibles, Gospel record- 
| 30c ea., 7 for $2.00, 20 for $5.00 ings, stationery, greet- 
ing cards. 
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Address 
| City Zone State 
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